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The Book of Revelation 

Introduction and Background  

The book of Revelation is one which many teachers, preachers and Christians in general avoid 
studying or teaching. This is because most people do not understand why it was written or what 
method of writing the author used. Once we study and understand the book properly we will find 
that it is a book of joy. It was written to give comfort and encouragement to those who read the 
words.  

Yes, the book is difficult to understand sometimes, but once you understand the methods of the 
writer I believe that you will find the difficulties falling away and the light of God’s word shining 
through to your hearts.  

This last book of the Bible is beautiful in the message it brings. It shows the son of man (Jesus) 
walking among golden lampstands, (Rev. 1:12-20). It shows Jesus as faithful and true going forth to 
victory seated on a white horse wearing cloths sprinkled with blood, followed by the armies of God, 
(Rev. 19:11-16). It shows the throne of God set in heaven, peaceful and beautiful, (Rev. 4:2-5; 7:13-
17). It gives us a small insight into the love, power and beauty of our God.  

“Often we wonder why literature is presented in such a puzzling manner as is done in this book. 
The answer to such a question is seen in the fact that this literature was written in dangerous 
times. The personal safety of both writer and reader was threatened if the enemies understood the 
true meaning of the book. For this reason the message of the book of Revelation was written so as 
to conceal and reveal. To conceal the message from the outsiders but to reveal its message to 
those with an understanding of the Old Testament scriptures and style of writing.” (Worth is the 
lamb, Summers, Edited by R. Lawson)  

The Author  

The author of Revelation is John the apostle, (Rev. 1:1,4,9; 22:8). He calls himself the servant of 
Jesus Christ (Rev. 1:1), and a brother of the Christians of Asian Minor and one who is also suffering, 
(Rev. 1:9). The apostle John was sent to the island of Patmos for preaching the Gospel (Rev. 1:9). 
He also says that he (John) saw and heard the things which are written in this book.  

The apostle John was a Jew who had been a disciple of John the Baptist (John 1:35, 40) and later 
was called to walk with Jesus and was converted to Christ and his teaching, (Matt. 10:2; Lk. 5:10). 
John was a fisherman from the district of Galilee and a partner in the fishing business with his father 
Zebedee and also with James, Peter and Andrew (see Luke 5:7, 10, Mark 1:1-20).    

The date of the writing  

It has been suggested that the book was written between 78 and 96 A.D. This period of time was 
arrived at because of the writings of some of the early church leaders which tell us approximately 
when the book was written. Also there is some internal evidence (inside the book itself) that shows 
some of the conditions of the world and the churches which point to this period of time also. One of 
those witnesses is the type of persecution which the church (and John) were undergoing. For 
example, John wrote the book while in exile at Patmos. It was common for the emperor Domition to 
use this type of persecution in that period of time. If it had been written earlier such as during Nero’s 
reign John would probably have been killed as were Paul and Peter.  
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To whom was the letter written  

The book was written to and for Christians who lived in Johns time. Of course the message is there for 
believers of every age, but the main thrust of the letter is to comfort and encourage the people who 
were living under severe persecution at that time. Why was the church being persecuted? Ray Summers 
suggests several reasons: 

1. Christianity was an illegal religion. Christians practiced converting others (proselytizing), which 
was not allowed by the Roman government. 

2. The Romans wanted the State to have main priority while to the Christians the universal kingdom 
was of the utmost importance. 

3. Christianity was an exclusive religion (2 Corinthians 6). 
a. Christians refused to join freely with heathen social life and customs. 
b. They refused participation with the pagan world because of the idolatrous practices in which 

the Romans engaged. 
c. Revelation 2-3, The trade guilds presented a problem because in order to get a job you had to 

be a member of this guild (union); to do this you had to bow down to their gods. 
4. Christians were accused of all manner of evil. 

a. Because they held meetings at night and were fond of each other, the Romans figured the 
meetings were for satisfying the  lust of the flesh. 

b. When the Romans heard Christians speak of “eating the flesh and drinking the blood” they 
accused them of being cannibals. 

5. Christians refused to go to war. 
a. A part of the oath and initiation of the soldiers included service to the idols of the State and 

wearing idolatrous symbols on their uniforms. 
b. Christ had taken their sword from them and had given them ways of peace. 

6. Christians were recruited chiefly from the poor and outcast of society. This caused those who 
were “respectable” to look down on Christianity. 

7. Christians shared with the Jews the contempt which the Romans held for this people. Because 
Christians refused to compromise they were regarded as worse than Jews. 

8. Christians were viewed as wild fanatics because of their enthusiasm. The dedication of those who 
were disciples of Christ could not be understood by those in the  Roman government. 

9. Christianity came in conflict with the short-lived interest of many of the Romans. When a person 
became a Christian he changed his relationship with the priest, those who made and  sold images, 
and the vendors of sacrificial animals (Demetrius is an example, Acts 19:24-38). 

10. Christians refused to worship the emperor. They could not say, “Caesar is Lord,” but only that 
Christ is Lord. 

(From  Worthy is the Lamb: An interpretation of Revelation, by Ray Summers, Edited by R. 
Lawson)  

The Purpose of the Book  

The purpose of the book was to comfort the Christians who were being persecuted. In the book we see 
many places where words of comfort are spoken: 

1. God sees their tears, 7:17; 21:4 
2. He tells them that their prayers rule the world, 8:3-4 
3. Their death is precious in the sight of God and when they die they go to heaven which is a 

glorious thing, 14:13; 20:4 
4. The final victory of Christians is promised, 15:2 
5. God will bring vengeance for their spilled blood, 6:9; 8:3 
6. Christ lives and reigns forever and he rules the world in the best interest of His church, 5:7-8. 
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7. Christ is coming again to take His people to himself to live with Him forever, chapters 21-22.  

THE THEME OF THE BOOK (Revelation 17:14) 
Victory of Christ and of His church over the Dragon (Satan) and his helpers. Satan (the beast or 
dragon) seems like he will be victorious. He makes war and kills many people. The people of the 
world, look upon the slain and rejoice, but the rejoicing is too soon, because it is the believers who will 
win in the end.  

HOW THE BOOK IS SOMETIMES DIVIDED (Seven sections) 
1. Christ in the midst of the seven golden lampstands, Ch 1-3.  
2. The book with the seven seals, Ch 4-7. 
3. The seven trumpets of judgment, Ch 8-11. 
4. The woman and the man, child persecuted by the Dragon and his helpers (the beast and the 

harlot), Ch 12-14. 
5. The seven bowls pouring out the wrath of God, Ch 15-16. 
6. The fall of the great prostitute or harlot, Ch 17-19. 
7. A new heaven and earth, the new Jerusalem, Ch 20-22.  

Various Methods of Interpretation of the book of Revelation  

There are five main methods which people use to interpret or understand the writings of the book of 
Revelation. Not all of them are the correct method, but we want you to be aware of what the religious 
writers say about the book of Revelation.  

1. Continuous Historical: They consider Revelation as a symbolic view of all that was to happen in 
the history of the church from its establishment until the end of time. For example: The seals are 
said to be the breaking up of the Roman empire, the locusts a picture of the Mohammedan 
invasion and things such as these. Each major event in the history of the church is said to have 
been written about in advance in the book of Revelation under this method. (This is not the 
correct method of interpretation). 

2. Futurist: In this method of interpretation the first three chapters are said to apply to the day in 
which the book was written, or else the seven churches represents seven stages of history of the 
church. They claim that beginning with the phrase in 4:1 “the things which must come to pass” 
the rest of the book deals with the great “tribulation” which will take place before Jesus returns to 
the earth. (This is not the  correct method of interpretation). 

3. Preterist: They take the position that the symbolism applies only in the day in which it was 
written, or at least the first two or three centuries. 

4. Idealist: They consider the book of Revelation to be merely a symbol of the struggles between 
good or evil. 

5. Historical - Background: A system which keeps in mind that the writer wrote primarily to 
encourage persecuted Christians of his own time.   

THE METHOD OF INTERPRETATION WE WILL USE:  

A sound method of interpretation is to begin with the people of John’s day and see what the book offers 
them, as John wrote the book to these people. Next we can see it these same messages will apply to us 
today. The book was intended for people in every time period as we can see when we consider the 
following ideas:  
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1. All readers of the book are blessed (1:3) “Blessed is he that reads and they that hear the words 
of the prophecy, and keep the things which are written in it.”. The writer addresses himself not 
to a certain group of people, but to “every man that hears the words of prophecy written in this 
book” (22:18).  

2. Many of the predictions include principles which cannot be seen as applying to only one 
particular year or century.  

3. The idea presented of the church suffering hardship is seen in every age of man.  

OUR METHOD: Because of these factors we must see this book as both historical and prophetical. It 
does deal with both those who were alive when it was written and those who today are still undergoing 
persecution. (Original ideas found here are from J. Tuten, edited and rewritten by R. Lawson).  

PROPHETIC SYMBOLS USED IN THE SCRIPTURES: 
AIR: is frequently equivalent to heaven; the symbol of government and an emblem of the kingdom of 

Satan. He is called “the prince of the power of the air”. 
ALPHA: The first letter in the Greek Alphabet. Symbol of the beginning. 
ANGEL: is symbolic language, denotes any agent or messenger which God employs in executing his 

will.  Does not always have to be heavenly in origin. Can represent Gods inner presence in people, 
see Rev. 1:20; 3:1. 

BALDNESS: Destruction 
BEAST: Wile beast denotes a usurping, tyrannical power, a succession of men excising a lawless, 

arbitrary power, whether civil or priestly. Beast sometimes denotes a kingdom or state. Thus the 
four wild beast in Daniel represent four empires. 

BINDING: The act of, denotes forbidding or restraining from acting. 
BIRD OF PREY: A hostile army coming to prey upon a country. “A ravenous bird”. 
BITTER, BITTERNESS: Affliction, disaster and anguish (and sometimes servitude). 
BLACK: The color denotes affliction, disaster and anything sad, dismal, cruel or unfortunate. 
BLOOD: War, carnage, slaughter. 
BOWLS OF INCENSE: a symbol of the prayers of the Christians or God’s servants. 
BRASS: Strength 
BRIMSTONE: Perpetual torment and destruction. Also, corrupt, infernal and destructive doctrines, 

(Rev. 9:17). 
BURNING: The act of complete destruction. 
CANDLE: Emblem of prosperity, success, joy.   

CANDLESTICK (Lampstand or Lamp & sometimes “stars”): Is sometimes the symbol of 
government, but most often of giving instructions, removing ignorance, and imparting cheerfulness 
and joy. Usually it is a symbol of “God’s People” as in Matt. 5:14-16; Rev. 1:20. 

CHAIN: Bondage or affliction. 
CHARACTER (or Mark): The character or mark of the one whose name they bear. Not a literal mark 

such as a brand. 
CROWN: Emblem of dignity, power and honor. 
CROWN OF LIFE: Immortality. 
DARKNESS: Symbol of affliction 
DEW or RAIN: The symbols of heavenly blessings. 
DOG: The Gentiles 
DOOR: The symbol of opportunity or a way of access. 
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DRAGON: A symbol of the Old Roman government in its pagan persecution. 
EAGLE: A king or kingdom, the king of the bird family. 
EARTH: Symbol of the great body of people contrasted with the government, antichristian part of 

mankind, idolatrous communities. 
EARTHQUAKE: The symbol of the political and moral revolutions and convulsions of society. To 

“shake the heavens and earth”. 
EATING: The act of denotes destruction  in any way, or taking from others. 
EGYPT: A mystical name of wickedness, (Rev. 11:8). 
ELDERS: The 24, probably such of the patriarchs and prophets of the old testament as saw by faith the 

day or redemption, (Heb. 11:2; Rev. 4:10). 
EYE: The symbol of light or knowledge. 
FAMILY: The church which belongs to God, (Eph 3:25). 
FIRE: Signifies fierce destruction. 
FLESH: Riches and possessions of any  sort, “to eat the flesh of kings, captains”, etc. 
FLOOD: Symbol of abuse and persecution, emblem of trouble and distress. 
FOREHEAD: Public profession or knowledge of. 
FORNICATION or WHOREDOM: Symbol of idolatry. 
GARMENT: The symbol of the condition or state in which any one is. 
HAIR: A symbol of strength or beauty. 
HILL & MOUNTAIN: Are both symbols of a kingdom. 
HORNS: The well known symbol of a king. 
HORSE: Symbol of war and conquest, the state, color or the equipment it carries represents the 

condition of its rider: White denotes victory and prosperity, Black represents distress and general 
calamity, Red denotes war and fierce hostility, Pale is the symbol of death and destruction. 

HOUR: The symbol of a short period of time. 
INCENSE: Symbol of the prayers of the saints, Rev. 5:8 
JERUSALEM: In symbolic or figurative language, the church of Jesus Christ, the Christian System. 

“Jerusalem which is above”, “The Holy city”, Rev. 21:1-2. “The New Jerusalem” contrasted with 
the earthly and literal city which was the capital of Judea. The church. 

KEY: Symbol of the power to open or shut something. 
KILLING: the act of changing the condition from bad to worse. 
LAMB: Always has religious meaning in some way connected with it. 
LEOPARD: a irrecoverable enemy, emblem of cruelty. 
LION: Symbol of power or authority. 
MOUNTAIN: A great and powerful government. 
NAKEDNESS: Poverty, shame and disgrace. 
NEW JERUSALEM: The church, Heb. 12:22;  Galatians 4:26. 
OMEGA: Last letter of the Greek alphabet. Symbol of the end of something 
PALM BRANCHES: Victory, triumph or honor 
PILLARS:  Princes or nobles in a kingdom or state. 
RED: Bloody, cruelty, judgment. 
RIVERS: Provincial magistrates, revenues. Drying up of rivers indicates death, sorrow and affliction. 
ROD: Power or rule over. 
SACKCLOTH: symbol of sorrow, sometimes of the response to persecution which brings about 

humility and sometimes a humbling of oneself before God. 
SCARLET: Emblem of the most bloody cruelty. 
SEA: Waters signify people. The gathering together of people into one body constitutes a sea. (Seas are 

constantly moving and changing). 
SEAL, SEALING: To close something, preservation and security, a sign of ownership. Only an 

official representative could open something once it has been sealed. 
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SERPENT: See Dragon. 
SEVEN: A large and complete, but uncertain and indefinite number. In its Hebrew background it 

signifies fullness and perfection. 
SHIP: Symbol of profit. 
STARS: See “Candlestick” 
SUN, MOON & STARS: Symbols of the high lights and authorities in society both political and 

religious. 
TEETH: A devouring enemy, greedy cruelty. 
TEMPLE OF GOD: God’s church. 
THRESHING: Destruction. 
THRONE: A symbol of power or authority. The one setting upon the throne has the power or authority 

in that particular scene. 
THUNDER: The symbol of sudden and terrific dispersion and destruction of the forces of war. 

Symbolic thunders shake the political and existing governments of men, it is a symbol of judgment. 
TRUMPET: A symbol always used to call special attention to something which is about to happen or 

some announcement. Sometimes it is also used as a call to battle or a call to worship. 
WHITE: Always represents purity, holiness, or victory. 
WIND: A symbol representing God. As the wind affects earthly things yet is invisible, so is God. 

Wind,” is often used as a symbol of a destructive force, cf. Jeremiah 49:34f; 51:1. 
WOMAN: A political body whether a city, state or a church. 
WORMWOOD: was the symbol of bitter sorrow 
ZION: The church. 
NOTE: These things in this list by no means take in all symbolic language, but here you receive a 

quick look at some of that which is used more often. Originally taken from “The living Oracles” 
translated by  George Campbell, Gospel Advocate Pub., edited and rewritten by R. Lawson).  

THE SYMBOLISM OF NUMBERS 
The significance of numbers is the kind of things which has always interested people. In the day of 
John’s writing people understood the basic meanings of the use of numbers in a sentence as used in 
their cultural background. Numbers were used as symbols of spiritual and moral truths. A certain 
number would indicate a specific idea was meant to be understood. Such numbers became symbols and 
cannot be read with the same understanding which we have for numbers today which relates to 
mathematics. Note a few of these numbers and their general meanings. You may find this idea 
confusing or strange, but just remember that these ideas come from a different time and a different 
culture. We are just trying to understand here how people understood the things written in the book of 
Revelation when they read it.  

ONE: When people see a single object they came to associate it with the idea of unity or independent 
existence. This word does not appear symbolically in the book of Revelation. 

TWO: In the same way the number two (2) stands for strength, for confirming something. Jesus sent 
his disciples out by twos. Two witnesses confirmed the truth. In the same way in the book of 
Revelation (11:3-12), the truth of God is confirmed by two witnesses who are slain and rise again 
and ascend to heaven. There are two wild beasts mutually confirming and supporting each other as 
they wage war against the cause of  righteousness. God has a “twofold” instrument of warfare, the  
conquering Christ and the sickle of judgment. 

THREE: Men have found in their existence three things that hold him and his  home together: Father 
love, Mother love, and divine love. The number three (3) is used as a symbol of God. The idea was 
carried back to the conception of God as the Trinity (Father, Son & Holy Spirit). 

FOUR: In the early world the earth was thought of as being flat with four boundaries, east, west, north 
and south. There were four winds from the four sides of the earth. There were four angels, to govern 
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the four winds. Four became the number for the world. In Revelation there appear four living 
creatures symbolic of cherubim Ezekiel 10:20. There are four horsemen symbolic of the destructive 
power of the world at war. The world in which men lived, worked and died was symbolized by the 
number four (4). 

FIVE: A perfect and complete man was one who had all of his fingers and toes intact. To be more 
perfect double the number five to ten. 

TEN: The number ten (10) came to stand for completeness. The whole duty of man was summed up in 
the “10 commandments”. The picture of complete power in government was that of a beast with ten 
horns. In Revelation 2:10, the people will be persecuted for 10 days (complete persecution). The 
dragon, the first beast and the scarlet beast have ten horns each and in the case of this last beast the 
ten horns are called ten kings.  

THOUSAND: 1000 is the result of the number ten being multiplied. Other numbers come from 
multiplying the number ten also in the book of Revelation:  Seventy (70) = a very sacred number, 
One Thousand (1000) = ultimate completeness, completeness raised to the highest degree. 

TWO: The number to confirm and strengthen testimony or witnesses. 
SEVEN: Early Jewish religious leaders took the perfect number for the world, number four (4) and 

added it to the perfect number for God, the number three (3) and got the number seven (7). To the 
Jews this expressed completeness through a joining of heaven and earth. This number runs through 
the book of Revelation. There are seven Spirits, seven churches, seven golden candlesticks, seven 
stars, seven sections to the book, each except the last is dived into seven parts. The sacred number 
multiplied by the complete number ten (10) resulted in the very sacred number seventy (70). There 
were seventy members of the Jewish high court, Jesus sent out seventy prepared workers. In a great 
illustration of forgiveness Jesus said we should forgive our brothers seventy times seven (70x7). 
This represents the idea of unlimited Christian forgiveness. 

TWELVE: Again remember we are dealing with a different culture at a different time. In the idea of 
multiplication the number four (4) (for the world) was multiplied by the number three (3) (for God) 
and the result was twelve (12. This became a very well know symbol to the Jewish people. There 
were twelve tribes of Israel, twelve apostles, twelve gates into the Holy City in Revelation. This 
number was carried further by multiplying twelve times twelve and getting the total of one hundred 
and forty four, (12x12=144). This number could indicate an even more complete and perfect state 
by multiplying it times one thousand to receive the total of one hundred forty four thousand, 
(1000x144=144,000). This is the number the writer of Revelation used when he wanted to show the 
security of a perfect number sealed away from trouble by God. (This does not indicate the literal 
number of people, but that in God there is security).  

THREE AND A HALF (3 1/2): In the Jewish culture numbers could also be divided to have 
symbolism. When you divided the perfect number seven (7) the resulting three and a half (3 1/2) 
came to indicate something being incomplete or imperfect. It could symbolize something not yet 
fulfilled. When the writer of Revelation wished to describe that condition he used the number three 
and a half (3 1/2). When he found it necessary to picture the world waiting for something which had 
not yet arrived, when he saw men in despair and confusion seeking for peace and light, he used the 
number three and a half (3 1/2). This is used in several ways, “Three and a half”, “a time, times and 
half time”, “forty-two months”, “1,260 days.” Always three and a half (3 1/2) or its equal stood for 
the indefinite, the incomplete, the dissatisfied. 

SIX: The number six (6) had a evil meaning. Just as the number seven (7) was the perfect or sacred 
number, the number six fell short of being perfect. The number six (6) indicated that something was 
almost complete, but not quite complete. It carried in it the idea of failure and doom. The number 
six (6) was an evil number for the Jews. It is important to keep this in mind when we come to the 
number “666” in the book of revelation. It symbolized the ultimate evil. 

(NOTE: Much of this section was found in old notes of mine and edited for use here, there is no record 
of the original author, R. Lawson). 
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PASSAGES FROM THE BOOK OF REVELATION THAT HAVE THEIR BEGINNINGS IN 
THE OLD TESTAMENT, (There are over 300 direct quotes used in the book of Revelation in over 
500 verses, the following are just a few as an example). 
Chapter 1, The description of the son of man. Daniel 7:9ff; 10:5,6; Ezekiel 1:7, 26f; 43:2. 
Chapter 3, The book of life, Key of David, Exodus 32:33; Psalms 69:28; Malachi 3:16, Isaiah 22:22. 
Chapter 4, A throne set in Heaven, The four living creatures, Isaiah 6:1, Ezekiel 1:26, 28; Ezekiel 

1:10; 10:14; Isaiah 6:1. 
Chapter 5,  The scroll, the Lion of Judah, Ezekiel 2:9; Zechariah 5:1-3; Genesis 49:9; Isaiah 11:10. 
Chapter 6, The horses and their riders, Psalms 45:3-4; Zechariah 1:8; 6:3. 
Chapter 7, Sealing, Blessedness of the redeemed, Ezekiel 9:4; Isaiah 49:10; 25:8; Jeremiah 2:13; 

31:16; Ezekiel 34:23. 
Chapters 8 & 9, The trumpets of judgment, Exodus 7, the plagues. 
Chapter 10, Angel swearing, The little book, Daniel 12:7; Ezekiel 2:9, 3:4. 
Chapter 11, Measuring rod, The two witnesses, Ezekiel 40:3; Zechariah 2:1ff; 4:2ff. 
Chapter 12,  The woman, child, dragon, Michael, Genesis 3:15; Psalms 2:9; Daniel 10:13, 21. 
Chapter 13, The beast out of the sea, Daniel 7; 2:31. 
Chapter 14, The white cloud, one like unto the Son of Man, The wine press, Daniel 7:13; 10:16; Isaiah 

63:3 
Chapter 15, The song of Moses, Exodus 15 
Chapter 16, Har-Magedon, Judges 5; 2 Chronicles 35 
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Chapter one 
Preface 
The first chapter of Revelation is the introduction or opening to the whole book. This chapter contains 
the background as to John receiving the vision from God and the description of the one he sees and 
hears.  

Although the overall message of the book is that the church (Saints) will have the final victory, 
chapters one through three carry the message that things will become worse in the lives of the 
Christians and persecution. Because of this, these Christians need encouragement and comfort. That is 
what this book is all about.  

The Book 
Verse 1, The book of Revelation gains its name from the first few words. The word “Revelation” (Vs. 
1) is from the Greek word “apocalypisis”. This literally means “an uncovering, to lay bare, make 
naked, to unveil,” (Thayer). Many people call this book an “Apocalyptic” book, the word we can see 
comes directly from the Greek. Most people when they use this word “Apocalyptic” the use it to means 
“The end of the world is coming”. We can see though that the word truly means that God is revealing 
something for the Christians.  

We might also notice that he says, “the things which must shortly come to pass” (Vs. 1b). The word 
“shortly” from the Greek, “en taxi”, literally means “in haste”.  This is the same word and idea which 
is used at the end of the book in Revelation 22:6. The word “must” from the Greek, “dei”, means it is 
of a necessity these thing must happen. In verse 3, we are told, “for the time is at hand”.  The Greek 
word translated “at hand” is “engus” and literally means, near by or in the neighborhood. See also, 
Rev. 22:10 “at hand” in comparison to Daniel 12:4, where the words are “shut up” and not fulfilled for 
500 years.  

The happening of these things recorded in this book is at hand. If I run through the door and say, “there 
is a lion right behind me as I ran through the door, you wouldn’t understand me to mean that sometime 
in the next 2,000 or 3,000 years a lion would come through the door. You would expect him right now. 
That is what God is saying about the things He is telling us here. They were to happen very soon after 
they were written.   

The writer of the book says then that God “sent and signified it by his angel unto his servant 
John” (Vs. 1c).  The work “signified” means that God was using a method other than using ordinary 
language to explain things to them. The Greek literally means, “To make know by signs”  

Verse 3, In verse three we are told this book contains the “words of  prophecy”. A prophet is one who 
receives his message by visions from God, Numbers 12:6-7.  In verse 1 we see that John “bore witness 
of all the things that he saw” or received from God.  

Verse 4, In verse four the destination of the book. “to the seven churches that are in Asia”.  There 
were not just seven churches in Asia, but these churches represent all of the churches in the world. The 
messages to them will apply to any and all churches no matter where they might be in the world. 
“Seven” is the number which represents completeness or perfection. These seven churches represent 
the completeness of God’s church throughout the world.  

Verse 4b, John says he brings words of “grace” and “peace” from, “him who is and who was and who 
is to come”.  John is saying that God never changes. Exodus 3:14 tells us of God, “I am that I am”. 
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God is God and there is no good way to express who he is other than to indicate that he has all power, 
knowledge, wisdom, always was and always will be. Grace and peace are just what the Christians need 
also. It is a time when Christians and the churches are being persecuted (harassed, tortured and killed). 
Peace must come from God the father, because it was hard to find on the earth, (See Philippians 4:6-7).  

He also speaks of the blessing also coming from the “seven spirits that are before His throne”. Again 
we see the perfection of the number seven, but this time tied to the Holy Spirit, part of God himself and 
totally perfect. Some have suggested that this might refer to the seven aspects of the work of the Spirit 
seen in Isaiah 11:2.  

Verse 5, In this verse we see that the message also comes from Jesus Christ. When speaking of Christ 
here we see that John uses five different ways to describe him.   

a. “Faithful Witness”, He can be relied upon; one who has seen and heard all things first hand. 
b. “firstborn of the dead”, He is first in rank, order or priority (Greek “ prototokos”. He is not first 

in the sense of being the first one to be born, but in superiority, see Colossians 1:18. 
c. “Ruler of the kings of the earth”. This speaks of His power over the nations of the earth, 

Ephesians 1:22. His power extends beyond the church to all of creation. 
d. “Him that loved us”, He loved us enough to die for us, John 3:16. 
e. He “loosed us from our sins by his blood”. The Greek word here translated as “loosed or freed” 

means “to untie, unbind, release”. The King James Version translates this as “washed” which is 
incorrect. The idea is that our freedom from sin comes as a free gift of God, Ephesians 2:8-9; 
Romans 6:23. We have been set free from the consequences of sin which is separation from God, 
Revelation 21:8 by the shed blood of Jesus.   

Verse 6, In verse six the tells us that “he has made us to be a kingdom, and priests”. God has raised 
his people to a special place above other people of the world. He has made us royalty (Ephesians 2:6; 1 
Peter 2:9) which makes us to be related to the true king of the world (Galatians 3:26), sons of God.  

We are also called, “priests”. The idea here is that we can come into the presence of God ourselves and 
offer sacrifices. We do not have to rely on someone else to offer worship to God for us, we have the 
power as priests and sons to come before God ourselves.  

Verse 7, “Behold, he comes with the clouds; and every eye shall see him”. The same expressions are 
used in other places, Matthew 24:26-31; Daniel 7:14; Psalms 18:7-13; Isaiah 19:1. This phrase seems 
always to be used to express the coming of judgment from God.  

Verse 8, once again emphasizes the eternal existence of God as was shown in verse 4. He is the “alpha 
and the Omega”.  These are the first and last letters of the Greek alphabet. This indicates that he is the 
beginning and end of all things, the one “who is and was and is to come, the Almighty”.  There is none 
greater than our God. Sometimes it may look like the rulers of the earth have power, but God is saying 
through John, “don’t forget who I am. I have the power to protect you in the way it really matters, 
because I am the power. I am the Almighty”.   

Take note of the fact that the world did not and still does not understand this idea. The nation of Rome 
thought they were the ultimate power in the world, but it was not true. God only allowed them a limited 
power in the world, none is greater than Him. Notice chapter 1:17-18. The message is that in God is the 
ultimate victory. Remember the purpose of the book is to give confidence and assurance to His people.   
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Verse 9, In Verse nine John begins to explain the coming of the vision which brought him the message 
which became the book of Revelation.  

He wants the readers to understand that he is one of them in the current persecution. He calls himself: 
a.  “your brother” showing a common calling. 
b. “partaker” or “companion”, showing that they shared with them in the problems they were 

having. He was not just setting somewhere safe, but was able to share their concerns and fears.  

John says that he was a companion with them in three different things: 
a. “tribulation” (“suffering” NIV), the original idea behind the word was simply “pressure”, but in 

the New Testament it means pressure that comes from the outside, external pressure (because of 
persecution). The literal meaning from the Greek word “thlipis” is used in regard to squeezing 
grapes in a vat or grinding wheat. It is putting pressure upon something. 

b. “kingdom”, (Greek - basileia), Some today say that the kingdom of God has not yet come or been 
established. John says that he, at this time was a partaker of the kingdom. When the New 
Testament refers to the kingdom of God it is referring to the church. They are one in the same. If 
it had not existed at that time then John could not have been a partaker in it. 

c. “patience”, (Greek - hupomone), This word means not simply a submitting with no resistance, but 
carries the idea of courage that resists Satan (or the world) by holding on to the secret knowledge 
that God’s people win in the end. If we keep our eye on Jesus the author and finisher of our faith 
we will win, (see Hebrews 12:2).  

Verse 9c, “was on the isle that is called Patmos”, This was a very bare island on which the Roman 
empire placed prisoners. They were given a just enough food to live on, but nothing beyond that. It is 
11 kilometers long, 7 kilometers wide and only about 260 meters high at it’s highest point. It is about 
22 kilometers south of Samos and 28 kilometers west of Asia Minor.  

Verse 10, “Lord’s day”, This is the first time this term is used in the Bible. In the Old Testament a 
similar phrase would be the “day of Jehovah” which referred to a day of judgment. It is quite possible 
that this was on “the first day of the week”, “Sunday” (Acts 20:7; 1  Corinthians 16:1-2), but we do not 
know for sure.  

Verse 10b, “I was in the spirit”, This may mean that he was under the influence of the Spirit. Ezekiel 
8:3 speaks of a similar scene, “The spirit lifted me up between earth and heaven and brought me in 
the visions of God...”  

Verse 10c - 11, “I heard a great voice, as of a trumpet saying, ... what you see write in a book”. 
Trumpets always call attention to something. God is saying, “John, pay attention to what I have to say.”  

Verse 11c, “seven churches” See notes on verse 4.  

Verse 12, “seven golden candlesticks (lampstands)” and the “seven stars” (Vs. 16 & 20). These 
represent the seven churches which are also mentioned in verse 11. They all represent God’s church in 
general (universal) throughout the world. It is the church which holds the light of the world (Matthew 
5:14-16) and shines out the brightness of salvation, peace and love. The church here is represented by 
both candles and stars.  

Verse 13-16, Notice what John saw, “one like the son of man”. John then proceeds to give us a 
description of the person he saw:  
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a. (Vs. 14), “his head and his hair were white as wool, white as snow”. This shows his freedom 
from sin, his purity, (see Daniel 7:9). 

b. (Vs. 14b), “His eyes were as a flames of fire”. There are no secrets hidden from him, his sight 
can penetrate anything and anyone, (see Daniel 10:6) 

c. (Vs. 15a), “his feet were like burnished brass” (ASV), “his feet were like brass glowing in a 
furnace” (NIV). This is a sign of coming  judgment, (see Daniel 10:6). 

d. (Vs. 15b), “voice like the sound of many waters”.  This indicates a variety of ways of speaking. 
From a roaring from Zion to a small still voice, (see Ezekiel 43:2). 

e. (Vs. 16), “he had in his right hand seven stars”. The right hand is always a symbol of strength or 
power. 

f. (Vs. 16b), “out of his mouth proceeded a sharp two-edged sword”. The sword is always a symbol 
of judgment, (see Isaiah 11:4, 49:2; Isaiah 1:20) and this judgement comes through the words 
that proceed from his mouth, Matthew 4:4. 

g. (Vs. 16c), “his countenance (face) was like the sun shining in all its brilliance”. Jesus is the 
ultimate authority. We cannot look upon his face and dispute anything he says or does because he 
outshines the sun itself.  

The picture which is being presented here is of the resurrected Christ who has been given all power and 
authority over all of the world, (see Ephesians 1:18-22).  

Verse 18, “I was dead, and behold, I am alive forevermore, and I have the keys of death and Hades”.  
The idea here is that Jesus is in complete control of the world here and after death also.  Remember he 
is the “firstborn from the dead”.  

Verse 20, “Stars”, Candlesticks” “Angels”. The idea represented by these symbols is to try and give a 
complete picture of God’s church. Every church has an character which is seen and known by people 
around them. It has both a character which is know by the people in the church and outside of the 
church. The “stars and Candlesticks” represent the character or influence which the church has in a 
visible way. One which is seen and felt by the world. The “angels” represent the internal character or 
influence of the local church upon its own members (3:1).  

Note what one writer says: 
“The key to understanding the candlesticks is found in 2:5. Here God threatens to destroy the visible 
manifestation of the church (that which is seen, “the church itself”). Compare this with chapter 3:1. 
From the things you saw them do they seemed alive, but inwardly (their spirit or heart) they were 
dead. In this way the angel is the inward nature of the church and the candlestick represents that 
which is seen by others of the church. This is why he wrote to the angel, because this is the 
manifestation (that which represents the church) of the one who is being held responsible. If you 
need something corrected, to whom do you write? To the only one who can make the change. The 
inward man must be changed before it will show on the outside and the same is true of 
churches.” (Notes from an unknown author found in my files, rewritten by R. Lawson). 
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CHAPTER TWO 
(Lamb of God and seven churches of Asia )  

This begins a new section which deals with the Lamb of God and seven churches of Asia.   

In this section we see a pattern developed with each church: 
1. Salutation (Greeting) 
2. Church named 
3. The good things praised 
4. The bad things condemned. 
5. A warning and judgment given 
6. Some encouragement given 
7. A promise given if they are found faithful.  

VERSES 1-7, A LETTER TO THE CHURCH AT  EPHESUS WHO IS LOYAL BUT 
LACKING.  

Background: The city of Ephesus was considered the greatest city in Asia Minor. It has actually given 
the title of “Supreme Metropolis of Asia”. It was built at the mouth of a river and in the time the letter 
was written was considered to have the greatest harbor in Asia. It was a place of much commerce and 
many people. Besides this there was a major road coming into Ephesus from Sardis to the south a very 
rich farming country. It was also called “the gateway to all of Asia”.   

One of the things that set Ephesus apart from much of the world at that time is that it was a free city. 
That meant that the Roman Empire did not station any troops in the city, Roman officials only came to 
make sure things were run properly and to try  court cases. Along with this there was a great “Game” 
held each year in the city. This would be very similar to our modern Olympic games. People came 
from all over the known world to compete in these games.  

On the side of religion Ephesus was a city of great religious importance. The most beautiful building in 
the city was the “Temple of Diana”. It was considered one of the seven wonders of the world and the 
one thing which all the people in the city shared great pride. The Greeks had a saying that went like 
this, “The sun sees nothing finer in his course than Diana’s Temple”. It was 435 feet (150 meters) long, 
220 feet (75 meters)  wide, and 60 feet (22 meters) tall. The temple had 127 pillars around it, each was 
a gift of a king and made of marble. 36 of these pillars were covered with gold and jewels.   

The center of the worship was a statue of the goddess Diana and an alter. The statue was nothing lovely 
to look at. It was a figure of a short woman with many breasts and in fact looked quite ugly.  

The People: The  people of the city had a very bad reputation. It was known all over Asia that the 
people were very superstitious and immoral. One of their own philosophers wrote: 

“The darkness of the approach to the alter of the temple was the darkness of vileness; that the morals 
of the temple were worse than the morals of the beasts, for even promiscuous dogs do not mutilate 
each other. The inhabitants of this city (Ephesus) are fit only to be drowned.”  

“Such was Ephesus. It was there that Paul stayed longer than he did in any other city, and it was 
there that some of the greatest victories of grace were won. Sometimes, we say that it is hard to be a 
Christian in a modern, industrial, competitive civilization. Let us remember Ephesus, and let us 
remember that there were Christians there.” (Letters to the Seven Churches, W. M. Ramsay) 
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Verse 1, Jesus is pictured here as powerful one who is sending the message. He is the one with the 
power “holding the seven stars in his right hand” and walking among the candlesticks, (see 1:14-16).  

Verses 2-3, Jesus here says that they, (the church) is: 
1. First of all loyal in the things they practiced.  

a. They “worked” (“deeds” NIV): This is to  labor until you become weary. They worked hard 
“to do the right things”. 

b. They “toiled” (“hard work” NIV): This is defined as, “That which produces work at the cost of 
pain; exhausting, sweat producing work.  

c. They had “patience”: This is defined as “an attitude of persistence in work”, “To stay under or 
remain under even when the burden is heavy.”  

2. Second, they were loyal in the things they taught.  

a. they “tried” or “tested” false teachers (false apostles), (Vs. 2) 
b. They “hated the practices of the Nicolaitans”, (Vs. 6)   

Nicolaitans   

The church at Ephesus (Rev. 2:6) is commended for hating the "deeds" of the Nicolaitans, and the 
church of Pajamas is blamed for having them who hold their "doctrines" (Rev. 2:15). They were 
seemingly a class of professing Christians, who sought to introduce into the church a false freedom 
or licentiousness, thus abusing Paul's doctrine of grace (see 2 Pet. 2:15,16,19) and were probably 
identical with those who held the doctrine of Baalam, Rev.  2:14 (One line Bible, topical study).  

Verse 4, In verse four we see that even though they are loyal in many ways, Jesus still has something 
against them. This is that they have “left their first love”. What does this mean, how can they be so 
loyal and still leave their first love? Think on this: When a young man first meets a young woman and 
they fall in love, he loves her without restrictions. He spends all of his money and time on her. He is 
willing to give himself and be self-sacrificing for the one he loves. When a person is a new Christian 
they are many times like that young man. They find joy and fulfillment in spending time with this 
special one. They are willing to give themselves completely for the one they love and in this case it is 
Christ Jesus.  

The problem with the Ephesian church is that they were busy doing a lot of things that were correct, 
but only because they knew what was required, not because they truly wanted to, based on a love of 
God. They did not leave God on the outside where everyone could see. They left God, on the inside 
(the heart) where only God could see.   

We need to examine our motivation and see why it is that we are serving God.   

Verse 5, In verse five as well as in verse seven God councils them on what they must do: 
1. “Remember”: Remember what? Their first love, the joy and zeal of knowing Christ and being a 

Christian. 
2. “Repent”: Of the condition of trying to serve God without love. 
3. “Do the things you did at first”: Start serving God not because it is the law, but because you want 

to. Don’t just give lip service, but take some action, Matthew 7:20 “by their fruits you shall 
know them.” 

4. “if you do not repent, I will come to you and remove your candlestick from its place”. If the 
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church refuses to repent and return to their first love Jesus will give up on them. To remove their 
candlestick is to remove them from his list of faithful churches.  

Verse 7, In this verse Jesus gives us hope. He says, “to him that overcomes, I will give the  right to eat 
from the tree of life, which is in the paradise of God.”   

The word translated from the Greek as “overcome” is a word that literally means to “conquer” in some 
battle or trial. Paul writes in 1 Timothy 6:12 “Fight the good fight of the faith, lay hold on the life 
eternal, whereunto you were called, and did confess the good confession in the sight of many 
witnesses.” The idea is that many times to live faithfully to Christ it is a struggle, fight or battle. We 
must not quit fighting to win the victory and the prize God has promised.  

Verse 7b, “the tree of life”, is first mentioned in Genesis 3:22 and is mentioned again in Revelation 
22:2 as being part of the heavenly city. It is a tree that when someone eats of the fruit they will live 
forever (eternal life). It is also that which was lost to man through the sins of Adam and Eve in the 
garden in Genesis. The tree is where God is at. When we get to be with God, we get to eat of the tree as 
a reward.  

Verse 7c, “the paradise of God”. The Greek word translated as Paradise carries the meaning of “park 
or pleasure ground”. In this way it can be used of any place especially prepared for enjoyment. It 
carries with it the same meaning as the word used in Genesis for “garden”. It is here we will find both 
God and the tree of life.  

VERSES 8-11, THE LETTER TO THE CHURCH AT SMYRNA, THE FAITHFUL UNTO 
DEATH.  

Background: The city of Smyrna was known for having many splendid heathen temples. It was easy for 
the Lord’s church and Christians in general to feel smothered (or very small) there. On top of this the 
city was know for two other things.   

1. First for being a center of Emperor worship. It was the first city in Asia to build a temple for 
worshipping Caesar, the emperor of Rome. The reason the Roman empire worked so hard at 
getting all of their subject peoples to worship the emperor, is that it was a way of unifying the 
many people which they had conquered. The Roman government required that once a year all of 
the people throughout the empire come to a temple and declare allegiance to Rome by burning 
incense before an alter and proclaiming that Caesar is God. This was not really a test of religion, 
but a test of loyalty to the Roman empire. For Christians to do this would be to compromise their 
Christianity.  

2. Second, the city was a strong Jewish center. The Jews of course were hostile towards the 
Christians and would do anything they could to hurt the Christians or the churches. They 
informed on Christians to the local officials. They would even go to the extent of joining with the 
gentiles if it would bring about the death of Christians.  

Verse 8, The Letter:  Jesus once again identifies himself to the church as  “the first and the last, who 
was dead and lived again.” This is the same identification he used in chapter one.  

Verse 9, “I know affliction (“tribulation” - ASV) and your poverty... and the blasphemy (“slander” - 
NIV)  of them that say they are Jews, and they are not, but are of the synagogue of Satan”. Jesus 
knew and understood what they are going through.  
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1. The word “know” in the Greek is “oida” which carries the meaning “to know absolutely, or to 
have complete understanding”. 

2. “tribulation or affliction”, carries the idea of pressure being applied from the outside. It is a 
burden to the spirit. 

3. “poverty”, speaks of being poor in material things. Two words are used for “poverty” in the New 
Testament. 
a. the first means a providing of the things the family needs and nothing else. 
b. the second word means complete poverty and destitution, to have nothing. This is the word 

used in this passage.  
4. Jesus knows “the blasphemy (Greek - “slander”) of them that say they are Jews”  

a. They had escaped persecution themselves by worshipping Caesar. These people were willing 
to compromise. 

b. They were really of  “the synagogue of Satan” or the devil’s people. 
c. These Jews have always antagonized and persecuted the Christians. (see Acts 13:50; 14:2,5,19; 

17:5; 24:2)  

Verse 10, In this verse Jesus offers some words of encouragement. Although the persecution will 
continue there is hope in the end.  

1. “The devil is about to cast some of you into prison”. This indicates that the people doing the 
persecution are working for the cause of Satan. The were being directed by the forces of Satan to 
persecute these Christians.  

2. “Ten days”, indicates a complete or thorough persecution (remember the symbolism of numbers 
in the first of the book), but it will not last forever. It is not a literal ten days, but a symbol of 
completeness.  

3. “unto death”, the idea presented in this phrase is that we must not only be faithful up until the 
time we die, but even if our faith in Christ brings about our death.  

4. “crown of life”, the Greek word here is the word for “victory crown”. It is that which is given to 
the winner at the end of a race. The point is that we are to run the race (live the Christian life) up 
until we die physically and we will be rewarded. 

Verse 11, In this verse we once again see the promise for the overcomers. It will be victory for those 
who overcome! Here it tells us that the faithful will not be hurt by the second death. We know that the 
first death is the separation of our spirit from our physical bodies. The “second death” represents the 
separation of our spirit for the presence of God, Revelation 21:8; 20:14. What more complete death 
would there be than to be separated forever from the light of God.  

VERSES 12-17, THE LETTER TO PERGAMUM, WHERE SATAN LIVED.  

Background: Pergamum was the capital city of Asia. (Ephesus was the largest and most magnificent 
and had more trade, but it was not the capital). All of the government functions took place in 
Pergamum. Because of this it was a center of emperor worship.  

Pergamum was also a great center of study and education. The library had 200,000 volumes in it 
(remember that all books were written by hand with a pen and ink).  It was second only to the library at 
Alexandria. In fact the word “parchment” is derived from the name of the city, “Pergamos”.    
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As far as religion, Pergamum was the center for worship of the god of healing, Asklepios. His sign was 
of a snake and the same sign is still used today by healers throughout the world.  

Verse 12, The letter: This time the writer of the letter is identified as “he that has the sharp two edged 
sword”. The sword is always the symbol of judgment and Jesus is about to bring judgment upon these 
people, (see Revelation 19:11-16).  

Verse 13, “I know where you live, where Satan has his throne”. The word “live or dwell” in the 
Greek is the word “katoikeo” which means to be your regular place of residence. They must stay in this 
place because it is their home. Then cannot run to a place where being a Christian is easier.  

Verse 13b, “Antipas”, We do not know who this man was, but he was one who was faithful to Christ 
and probably refused to worship Caesar  even to save his own life.  

Verses 14-15, “the teachings of Balaam”. The story of Balaam is recorded in Numbers 25:12-31:16. 
This was a man that caused Israel to fall by introducing a doctrine of compromise. The idea that many 
want to present to the church is that “you should go along with almost anything or anyone rather than 
cause any division of bad feelings”. They say, you don’t have to put your light under a bushel, just turn 
the light down a little so that it doesn’t offend anyone. It is the idea that we should compromise or at 
least don’t speak our minds as to what we think is right when someone does something that is wrong. 
“The Nicolatians” taught the same kind of things in the churches.  

Verse 14b, “eat things sacrificed to idols and commit fornication”. It is thought that this is referring 
to the submission to the trade guilds of the day. In that day, you could not work unless you belonged to 
a trade guild (like a union today). The problem was that each trade guild had its own god and to 
become part of the trade guild (union) you had to bow down and worship the god of the guild.  

Today we may not have to bow down to the gods of a union or trade guild, but they other things cause 
us to compromise in our lives today. We must be careful that we remain faithful to God in all things. 
The compromise of allowing others to teach and be part of the church (without correcting the problem) 
who hold other teachings (Vs. 15) is one of the main problems. When we “tolerate” false teachings we 
are committing fornication with someone other than our rightful mate, God.  

Verse 16, In this verse the Christians in Pergamum are told to repent or face the judgment of God.  

Verse 17, once again is the overcomers passage. Two things will happen to those who overcome these 
sins: 

1.  “Hidden Manna”, Christ Himself; What they needed was spiritual strength to deal with the 
persecution. That strength comes only through Christ Jesus. John 6:35 “Jesus said unto them. I 
am the bread of life: he that cometh to me shall not hunger, and he that believeth on me shall 
never thirst.” 

2. “I will give him a white stone, and upon the stone a new name written.” In this we see four 
different ideas presented concerning the overcomers: 
a. The white stone was given to a person tried in court and acquitted. 
b. It was given to a slave made free and represented citizenship. 
c. It was given to the winner of a race and indicated victory. 
d. It was given to warriors coming back from fighting a successful battle.  

VERSES 18-29, THE LETTER TO THE CHURCH AT THYATIRA, WAITING FOR THE 
STAR. 
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The city of Thyatira was one of the smallest and least important cities in all of Asia, yet is was the 
center of the trade guilds (unions). The trade guilds were each a religious based organization. Each 
guild had its own god to guard their particular trade. If you wanted to be accepted into a trade guild you 
had to worship and offer sacrifices to the god of the trade guild of which you were a member. Many 
times they had special celebrations of worship in which wine was offered to the gods and parties where 
many people engaged in sex followed.  

Verse 18b, The one sending the letter to Thyatira is identified as the “Son of God, who has his eyes 
like flame of fire and feet like unto burnished brass”.  In this not only is he clearly identified, but 
some of his characteristics are stressed. With his eyes like fire, nothing is hidden from him. With his 
feet like brass he is coming to bring judgment.  

Verses 19-20, Jesus knew their works, love, faith, ministry and patience and recognized the fact that 
they had grown in some ways, but still there were problems to be corrected.   

The problem was that they “suffered” (tolerated, put up with or allowed to remain) the woman 
Jezebel”. The problem was that they allowed the influence of false teachings (or doctrines) to continue 
in the church. This Jezebel is said to: 

1. “call herself a prophetess” , she claimed to be speaking for God. 
2. ”and she teaches”, this one of allowed a position of authority to teach the people of the church. 
3. “and seduceth my servants to commit fornication”, this person was misleading the people to the 

point that they committed fornication both physically and spiritually. Participating in the worship 
of the guild gods took in both aspects of this fornication. 

4. “and to eat things sacrificed to idols”, part of the worship of other gods was to sacrifice some 
animal to that god and then to eat that animal to the honor of that god.  

NOTE: The first Jezebel recorded in the Bible, was the wife of king Ahab and know for her 
wickedness. She was a princess of the city of Sidon and brought the gods Baal and Asteroth to be 
worshipped in Israel. She also turned the king completely away from serving God, 1 Kings 16-19.  

In Thyatira this (Jezebel) is not just one person that is being discussed. It is a symbol of evil and false 
teachings being allowed into God’s church. They church was being condemned because the tolerated 
(allowed) these false teaching to be presented and accepted by members of the church and did not try to 
correct the problem.  

What these false teachings said was: 
1. Go ahead and do whatever is necessary to get along in your community. 
2. To be able to overcome Satan, you must first know him, so go ahead and study the deep secrets of 

Satan. 
3. Go ahead and attend the guild (union) feast, participate in eating the meat offered to the idols, get 

drunk, commit adultery or fornication, it really doesn’t matter. 
4. Once you learn how to deal with these things you will be a stronger Christian, and better able to 

help others out of their sins.  

Verse 21-22, God will wait no longer for the problem to be corrected. He is bringing judgment if they 
do not repent quickly. To “cast her into a bed of suffering” - (NIV) (“bed of ... tribulation” - ASV) 
seems to capture the true meaning of this phrase. Suffering is further persecution because they refuse to 
repent.  
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Verse 23, God is going to punish the wicked to purify and strengthen His true followers.  

Verse 24, The righteous will not suffer worse persecution.   

Verses 26-29, Once again we see the overcomers passage. Those who are faithful to the end will win 
the victory which lasts forever. They will receive “the morning star”. In Revelation 22:16 Jesus calls 
himself the morning star. In this verse it may mean that those who are faithful will receive Christ to 
themselves as part of their reward. In connection with verse 26, they will be joined with Christ  as he 
rules the nations. 
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CHAPTER THREE  

VERSES 1-6, TO SARDIS, DEAD OR ALIVE?  

The city of Sardis was the capital of the province of Lydia and a commercial city. It had five major 
roads which led into the city for free trade access. The city was also one which was thought to be well 
defended. It was set on top of a hill and those who lived there thought it could not be captured. Because 
of these things the people who lived in the city became very proud and conceited. They felt like they 
were better than other people in the world, because they came from a rich and safe city. They trusted in 
the city and not in God.  

Verse 1, “I know your deeds (works), you have a reputation of being alive, but you are dead”. These 
people said, “yes we are Christians”. Other people pointed to them and said, “those people are 
Christians”, but in reality they were dead spiritually. They went through the correct actions of serving 
God, but the spirit of service was missing.  

Verse 2, “Wake up! Strengthen what remains” - (NIV), “Be thou watchful, and establish the things 
that remain” - (ASV). The church there was not totally dead, there were some who remained faithful 
and for whom their religion was real and alive.  

Verse 3, “But if you do not wake up, I will come like a thief and you will not know at what time I will 
come to you.” These people felt they were safe in how they were trying to serve God. God tells them, 
“I expect more!” To remember what God has given them is the first step. To  wake up and repent and 
do something about changing their lives in the second step.  

Verse 4, There are a few people who remained faithful and those would “walk with” Christ “dressed in 
white” which is a symbol of purity.  

Verse 5-6, The overcomers are promised that their place with God is secure or safe. Their name is 
written in the book of life.  

VERSES 7-13, THE LETTER TO THE CHURCH AT PHILADELPHIA, THE CHURCH 
WITH AN OPEN DOOR.  

The city of Philadelphia was quite different from the other cities mentioned to this point. This was an 
extremely poor city that had to be totally sustained by the ruling government. The city had been built in 
a earthquake area and had earthquakes almost every year, yet it did have one major road coming into 
the city. The city was built with the intent of making it a center of language to spread the Greek 
language through the area. The name of the city “Philadelphia” literally means “brotherly love” or 
brother lover”.  

This letter is also different in that Christ gives nothing but encouraging words in the letter. There are no 
problems mentioned.  

Verse 7, Jesus is identified as “holy and true,” His character “who holds the key of David”, His 
official position as a descendent of David and rightful king.  

His power is seen in “what he opens, no one can shut; and what he shuts, no one can open.” There is 
no one more powerful that Christ.  
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Verse 8a, Christ has opened the door for them that no one else could open and now that no one else 
can close. They can go through it as God’s people. What door is it? It is the door that leads to greater 
service for God and of course into the kingdom of heaven in eternity.  

Verse 8b, “I know that you have little strength, yet you have kept my word and have not denied my 
name.” This is the recognition which God gives to those faithful people.  

Verse 9-10, God will defend them because they have been loyal and faithful to him. The main lesson 
we find here is that there is little human power if we refuse to wait for Gods help. That is why God has 
promised to “keep” them, they have shown loyalty and patience, (see 1 John 5:18-20).  

Verse 12-13, The overcomers once again receive a promise. “I will make them a pillar in the temple 
of my God, never again to leave it.” A pillar is very important, it helps hold up the roof of the temple 
and is an important part of the building of the complete temple. Also, the pillar cannot be removed 
without damaging the whole structure.  

I will write on them: 
1. “the name of God”, they are the children of God, (see Romans 8:16). 
2. “the name of the city”, they are citizens of the city of God, (see Ephesians 2:19). 
3. “my name” (the name of the son), they are brothers and sisters of the son of the king, (see 

Galatians 3:27-29).  

VERSES 14-22, THE LETTER TO THE CHURCH AT LAODICEA, THE CHURCH WITH 
THE CLOSED DOOR.  

The city of Laodicea was famous as a center of medicine. The city was well known for a special salve 
was produced to treat diseases of the eye. Also in the city they produced a very expensive black wool 
that was desired by those who made clothing. And, it was also know as a famous city for banking. In 
general it was a very rich city and the people were proud of their wealth and looked down upon other 
people.  

Verse 14, Christ again identifies himself. He is “the faithful and true witness”. His word cannot be 
disputed or argued with. If he says something is true, then it is true.  

Verse 15-17, Christ has nothing good to say about the church in Laodicea. He describes their spiritual 
condition as “lukewarm”, not hot or cold. They were of no benefit to God, because they had no 
commitment to his service. Did they say, “we are Christians”? Yes! Did their lives show they were 
Christians? No! Because of that Christ literally said in the Greek in verse 16, “I will vomit you out of 
my mouth.” Why were they that way? Verse 17 tells us, “you say, I am rich ... I do not need a thing.” 
They were saying, “we don’t need anything from anybody. We are self-sufficient.  

Verse 18, Here Christ tells them what they need to do. They need something that they can’t buy for 
themselves. They should buy from Him: 

1. Gold that could not be taken away, (reference to the banking center), see Matthew 6:19-21. 
2. White cloths to wear, Spiritual purity in contrast or in comparison to the famous black wool 

cloths which rich people wore. 
3. Eye salve which would allow them to see the things of the spirit clearly instead of being blinded 

by their riches.   
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Verse 19, Here we see the warning from Christ, “be earnest (zealous - ASV) and repent”. He is 
saying, “I won’t accept lukewarm Christians. I want you to be earnest, sincere, zealous in your service 
to me. Recognize this and repent, turn and follow me!”  

Verses 20-22, God never leaves his people without hope. The door is open and those who truly serve 
Him can go in to be with him. The overcomers will sit with him on his throne. 
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CHAPTER FOUR 
(The first series of symbols)  

BACKGROUND FOR THIS SECTION: 
Chapter four and part of chapter five prepares the way for all that follows. It shows to us the power of 
God and the power of Christ Jesus. Chapter four tells us, “Believe in God”. Chapter 5 with Christ being 
seen more clearly says, “Believe in Christ also.”  

In chapters 6 through 11 we begin to see God taking action against the world as the Lamb opens the 
sealed book. The remaining chapters is basically an explanation of the seals of the little book which 
dealt with the future.  

Motivating everything behind all history is God. In this book we see the hand of Christ opening the 
sealed book of God’s dealings with men. The seal was a sign of ownership. Only an official 
representative could open one’s seal. Here Christ is God’s official representative, He is the only one 
who is qualified to open the seals.  

The main lesson is that God has not forgotten his people. He still sets up and removes kings, and rules 
in the affairs of men. The Christians can’t loose. If they live, they are sealed (showing they are owned 
by Christ). If they die, they go home to heaven to live with Christ. Those of the Kingdom of the 
“Worthy Lamb” are more than Conquerors, (see Romans 8:37). If you understand this idea presented in 
these chapters you will have no trouble understanding the rest of the book.  

INTRODUCTION TO CHAPTER FOUR 
Theme: The Reigning God: (The Glory of God; God is on His throne and rules the universe).  

The “throne” appears to be important in chapter 4. It is mentioned thirteen (13) times in eleven (11) 
verses. There is only one main picture found in chapters 4 and 5. It teaches only one main lesson and 
that is that God reigns and rules the universe. The writer of psalms 99:1 said, “Jehovah reigns, let the 
peoples tremble! He sits above the cherubim; let the earth be moved.”  

The Key to these chapters: 
This lesson is given to comfort the Christians in the midst of all of the persecution they were suffering. 
The picture which is presented here of the whole universe being ruled by the throne of God comes 
before the description of the trials in the following chapters. God is giving the church encouragement to 
hold on and remain faithful no matter what happens. 
Verse 1a, “After these things”, This is indicating the start of a new thought or something new 
happening. We have just finished looking at the letters to the seven churches, now John is telling us 
about something else.  

Verse 1b, “there before me was a door standing open”. The scripture really doesn’t tell us exactly 
what the door symbolizes, but it generally is the symbol of opportunity or a way of access to someone 
or something. Probably it is showing the way of access to heaven for John as he had this vision.  

Verse 1c, “and the first voice which I heard was like a trumpet speaking to me”. The symbol of a 
trumpet is used to show that God used a loud voice to make sure he had John’s attention.  

Verse 1d, “saying, Come up here and I will show you things which must take place after this.” This 
is the main thought of this verse. God is showing John things which must happen in the future. 
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Verse 2a, “At once I was in the Spirit,  and there before me was a throne in heaven with someone 
setting on it.” (NIV) This is the second time this is recorded (1:10). John may still have been “in the 
Spirit”, but he has just been told by God to “come up here”, so he seems to have been lifted even 
higher by God that he might see and understand even more. In the first three chapters he was on the 
earth describing problems with the earthly churches. Now he is in heaven where he can see clearly 
everything that happens throughout the universe.  The first thing he sees after going through the door is 
the throne of God with “someone” setting upon it.  

NOTE: “The throne,” is mentioned in every chapter of Revelation except 2, 8, & 9. It is mentioned 38 
times in the book, so it is important. The idea of the throne in heaven indicates that all authority 
belongs to the one on the throne. The message is that all is well with the world, because God rules.  

Verse 3, In verse three we have a description of the one who is setting upon the throne. “The one that 
sat had the appearance of jasper and carnelian (sardius - KJV) A rainbow, resembling an emerald” 
It is important to understand that this description is not in the shape of a human body, but like light 
shining through jewels. John says, “had the appearance of”.  This is trying to describe the glorious 
indescribable nature of God. Remember after Moses saw only the back of God his face glowed so that 
people couldn’t look at him and he had to wear a veil over his face, Exodus 34:35. John here is trying 
to describe the glory of God so that men might try to understand in some small way what God looks 
like or at least his power and majesty. There are no good words in the language of men to do that so 
John uses figurative language.  

1. “Jasper”: a clear white stone like a diamond, a symbol of purity. 
2. “Carnelian or Sardius”: a red stone, a symbol of judgment. 
3. “A rainbow, resembling an emerald”: Green, a symbol of peace like Psalms 23, “green 

pastures”.  

The Key to understanding the use of these stones is that they are symbols of the most precious and 
costly things men can think of.  

Verse 4, The ”twenty four (24) elders and thrones”, In general represent those who have been 
redeemed by God.   

The 24 elders are seen many times in the book of Revelation. 
1. 4:4; 14:3, they sat around the throne, clothed in white robes, wearing crowns. 
2. 4:10, they cast their crowns before the throne. 
3. 5:11, 14; 11:16; 14:3; 19:4, they continually worship and praise. 
4. 5:6, they bring to God the prayers of the saints (Christians). 
5. 5:1, one of them encourages the seer when he is sad. 
6. 7:3, one of them acts as an interpreter of one of the visions.  

The 24 elders seem to represent 12 patriarchs (heads of the tribes of Israel in the Old Testament) and 12 
apostles (from the New  Testament) of “The holy city.” The names of the 12 patriarchs are on the 12 
gates, (Rev. 21:12) The names of the 12 apostles are on the 12 foundations (Rev. 21:14) This is 
symbolic then of the redeemed faithful from both ages, both Jewish and Gentile.  

Notice their “white robes. In chapter 3:4 we see white clothes are  given to the faithful or those who are 
God’s people. Their “crowns” (Greek - stephanoi) are the crowns which those who are faithful unto 
death are to receive, chapters 2:10; 3:11. The “thrones,” are those which Jesus promised to the faithful 
in Matthew 19:28, Revelation 3:21. 
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Verse 5a, “Lightening and thunder”, announce the presence of God, see Exodus 19:16.  

Verse 5b, “Seven lamps ... these are the seven Spirits”, (see 1:4).  

Verse 6a, “there was what looked like a sea of glass, clear as crystal.” In the symbolism of the rest of 
the book the “sea” represents people. If it is people here also it would seem to indicate a calmness or 
peacefulness, (smooth and untroubled “like glass”) of those people surrounding the throne.    

Verses 6b-9, “four living creatures”. (note: the KJV translates this as “beast”, which is incorrect). 
Notice also the similarities between this passage and Ezekiel 1.  

1. In both they are called “living creatures,” Ezekiel 1:5. 
2. In both the symbolic number is the same: four Ezekiel 1:5. 
3. In both, the faces are compared to those of man, lion, ox (calf) and eagle, Ezekiel 1:10; 

Revelation 4:7. 
4. In both they are associated with the throne, Ezekiel 1:26. 
5. In both these living ones are said to be covered with eyes all over, Ezekiel 1:18; Revelation 4:8. 
6. In both, a rainbow encircles the throne with which these living ones are associated, Ezekiel 1:28; 

Revelation 4:3. 
7. Ezekiel 10:20 tells us they are cherubim.  

a. They are beings created by God to execute judgment on the earth. 
1) to guard, Genesis 3:22-24 
2) to fulfill God’s purposes, Ezekiel 10:9-16 
3) to show God’s greatness (majesty) 2 Samuel 22:11  

What do the four creatures represent:

 

1. The first was like a lion, representing strength, Psalms 103: the omnipotence of God, (the 
unlimited power of God). 

2. The second was like a calf (ox), representing service to God, Hebrews 1:14, the eternal nature of 
God, (He always was, is, and always will be). 

3. The third was like a man, representing intelligence, Luke 12:8; 15:10, the Omniscience of God, 
(He knows everything). 

4. The fourth was like a flying eagle, representing swiftness, the omnipresence of God, (He is 
everywhere).  

Verse 8a, “each of the creatures had six wings”, See Isaiah 6:2: 
1. Two cover their face: respect. 
2. Two cover their feet: humility. 
3. Two to fly with: obedience.  

Verse 8b, “Day and night they never stop saying”, they never rest.  

Verses 8c-9, In this section we see their song of praise. This is the first of fourteen (14) songs recorded 
in the book of Revelation. The importance of the song is that they are continually offering up praise 
to God and proclaiming His glory.    
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Verses 10-11, “The twenty four elders fall down before him who sits on the throne, and worship 
him” They acknowledge the power of God. “They lay down their crowns before the throne,” 
which shows that they humble themselves before God. It is an act of love and loyalty. Their song 
of worship is also recorded. “You are worthy”. 
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CHAPTER FIVE 
(The sealed book and the Lamb of God)  

Introduction: 
In chapter four we saw the power of God as Creator. In chapter five we see the love of God as the 
Redeemer. The Christian believes in God the Creator who is all wise and all powerful. He also believes 
in God, who loves and proves His love by redeeming man from sin. This is the view presented here in 
chapter five, “the slain lamb as the redeemer.”  

Verse 1, “Then I saw in the right hand of him who sat on the throne a scroll with writing on both 
sides and sealed with seven seals.”  
1. “Scroll”, Some translations use the word “book” but it is more properly translated as “scroll”. 

This scroll is given from the father to the son and it contains the rules of the churches, world and 
universe.  

2. “with writing on both sides”, It was full of messages which the Christians needed to hear.  

3. “sealed with seven seals”,  the symbolism used here indicates that it was sealed completely or 
perfectly. Only the one with the proper authority can open the seals.  

Verses 2-3, No one is found who is “worthy” or has the power or authority to open the seals.  

Verse 4, John cries or weeps, because  no one was found worthy. He is longing to know what is in the 
book, he wants to see the hidden message.  

Verse 5, “Then one of the elders said to me, “Do not weep (cry)! See, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, 
the Root of David has triumphed. He is able to open the scroll and the seven seals.”  

This is a description of Christ Jesus. He is able to open these seals, because he has been given all 
power and authority in the heavens and on earth (Ephesians 1:20-23). Genesis 49:9-10 tells us, 
“Judah is a lion’s whelp (cub) ... the scepter shall not depart from Judah.” Hebrews 7:14 tells us, 
“... our Lord has sprung out of Judah.” (Also see: 2 Samuel 7:12ff; Psalms 89:28, 35-36; Jeremiah 
23:5; Matthew 1:17).  

Verse 6a, “Then I saw a Lamb, looking as if it had been slain.” John looks and expects to see a 
powerful lion and instead sees a lamb looking as if it had been killed. In John 1:36 we read, “And he 
looked upon Jesus ... and said, Behold, the Lamb of God.” This lamb is Jesus who was killed for 
the sins of all men, the perfect sacrifice, Hebrews 8:14.  

Verse 6b, “He had seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven spirits of God.” We have seen 
before that the seven Spirits is the Holy Spirit. The horns and the eyes are the Holy Spirit being with 
or upon Jesus. The Holy Spirit was active and alive in Jesus. He did his work while on the earth 
through the power of the Spirit.  

Verses 7-8, The Lamb takes the scroll because he was the only one worthy. Why was he worthy? 
Because he was slain! Then the four creatures and the twenty four elders bow down and worship 
him, praising and honoring him. He has purchased us and made to be a kingdom and priests, 1 Peter 
2:9  “But ye are a elect race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God's own possession, 
that ye may show forth the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous 
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light”  

Verse 8b, “Each one had a harp and they were holding golden bowls full of incense, which are the 
prayers of the saints.”   

1. “harp,” a symbol of praise and worship.  

2. “bowls of incense,” a symbol of the prayers of the Christians given as an offering to the one who 
is worthy to open the scroll.  

Verses 9-10, A third song is now sung, the them is the same, “You are Worthy!”, but this time it is 
sung to Christ Jesus, the Lamb that was slain.  

Verse 11-12, Here we see that the angels join in and begin singing praises to the Lamb. This is the 
fourth song. Though it is not meant to be accurate, but only to indicate a large, large number of 
angels, the number still comes to approximately two hundred million.  

Verses 13-14, Here we see all of creation joining in the songs of praise for the Lamb of God, Christ 
Jesus. Because, He is worthy of “praise and honor and glory and power for ever and ever.”  

SUMMARY OF THE CHAPTER 
“John’s first vision  closed with this thrilling scene of the triumphant saints and an adoring universe 
offering praise and homage of the triumphant Christ. Such a scene was calculated to bring new 
courage and new hope to the hearts of John’s first readers, the persecuted Christians of Asia; it 
brings the same cheer to Christians hearts in any age. Believing in the power of God (chapter 4) and 
the redeeming love of God (chapter 5). There is no enemy or force of evil which Christians need to 
fear.  They can enter the conflict or endure the evil knowing that God is still on his throne; he has 
not laid aside His scepter; he has not abandoned his throne for any other. He is mightier than all the 
forces arrayed against his people. Faith in him gives man the proper evaluation of life, of its issues 
and their outcome.” (Ray Summers, Worthy is the lamb, p. 137)  
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CHAPTER SIX 
(The opening of the seals)  

VERSES 1-8, THE FIRST FOUR SEALS, FOUR HORSES AND RIDERS. 
Note: remember that chapter 1:1, declared that these things must “shortly come to pass.” It is evident 
then that these visions are of things which will happen in the near future from when John saw them.   

Verses 1-2, “I watched as the Lamb opened the first of the seven seals. Then I heard one of the four 
living creatures say in a voice like thunder, “Come!”. I looked, and there before me was a white 
horse! Its rider held a bow, and he was given a crown, and he rode out as a conqueror bent on 
conquest.”   

1. The rider is upon a white horse holding a bow. The only other time in the book of Revelation we 
see this is in chapter 19:11. There is no doubt in that place it is Jesus upon the horse. I believe it 
is Jesus here also. He is the first in this vision, because he is in control of everything. Notice: 
This rider is the only one  which was not “given power”. He came forth in power, this has to be 
Jesus. 
a. “White,” always represents purity, holiness or sometimes victory. The word is used 16 times in 

the book and always represents these things. 
b. “a bow,” shows he is there to fight and win over his enemies.  

2. He receives “a crown”. Again the word for crown of a victor or conqueror is used.  

3. He came forth conquering and to conquer. Notice Revelation 17:14, “They will make war against 
the Lamb, but the Lamb will overcome (conquer - KJV) them...” The word translated here as 
“Overcome” or “Conquer” is translated as “overcome” in  3:21; 5:5; John 16:33. Jesus is one of 
the “overcomers”, See Rev. 2:7, 11, 17, 26; 3:5, 12, 21. He has in all things been tempted like as 
we have, Hebrews 4:15. He is one of us.   

MEANING: Jesus is shown as a warrior. He is the defender of a holy cause. His enemies are all those 
who oppose the spread of the Gospel. In that day, many times this was the Roman empire, but He 
would fight for His people and the truth.  

VERSES 3-4, THE SECOND SEAL, PERSECUTION.   

Verse 4, “Then another horse came out, a fiery red one. Its rider was given power to take peace from 
the earth and to make men slay each other. To him was given a large sword.”  

A rider on a red horse came out. He was given the power to take peace from the earth and a large 
sword.  

1. “Red,” always represents bloodshed, war or persecution. The fourth seal then represents death and 
probably severe persecution. It points to a coming time of trouble.  

2. “its rider,” This is probably Satan using persecution to fight the gospel. Notice that he is “given” 
the power to take peace from the earth.” He did not have the power to do this himself, see Job 1.   

3. “and to make men slay each other,” The word used for “slay” here is literally to “butcher” or 
“slaughter”. The word is used with reference to a sacrifice, see 2 Timothy 3:12. 
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4. “large sword,” Greek - “machaira”, curved sword, used for cutting and hacking. Indicates a very 
vicious persecution. The same word is used of God’s word in Hebrews 4:12, but there it is used 
with the skill of a surgeon to effect mans thoughts and intents.  

MEANING: This has been suggested to mean religious persecution. We are not sure about that, but we 
do know it points to a coming time of trouble.  

VERSES 5-6, THE THIRD SEAL, ECONOMIC DIS-CRIMINATION.  

Verses 5-6, “I looked and there before me was a black horse! Its rider was holding a pair of scales 
in his hand. Then I heard ... a voice... saying, “A quart of wheat for a day’s wages, and three 
quarts of barley for a day’s wages, and do not damage the oil and the wine.”  

1. “scales,” used for weighing goods, see Ezekiel 4:10 for comparison. 
2. “quart of wheat for a days wages,” A quart would be about equal to one liter. 
3. “Three quarts of barley for a days wages.” About three liters of barley for a days wages. Barley 

is not as good to eat, it was used mainly to feed the animals. It could feed your family, but you 
wouldn’t like it. 

4. The instructions were also, “and do not damage the oil and the wine.” They were the more 
expensive items and in hard times were a luxury that only the rich could afford.   

MEANING: Some have thought this rider comes to start a famine. “That is quite possible, but the 
point seems to be you can get all that you want providing you have the money. How can a man who 
is earning very little provide for his family? A certain class of people is going to be hard pressed.  

We learned that one could hardly remain a member of his trade guild without sacrificing his 
religious principles. If they should withdraw from such an organization you can imagine the results 
economically. We learn later that anyone who did not have the “mark of the beast” was unable to 
buy or sell! But it has always been that way.”(Hendriksen, More than Conquerors, Edited by R. 
Lawson).  

VERSES 7-8, THE FOURTH SEAL, DEATH.  

VERSES 7-8, “I looked and there before me was a pale horse! Its rider was named Death, and 
Hades was following close behind him. They were given power over a fourth of the earth to kill by 
sword, famine and plague, and by the wild beasts of the earth.”  

“Here, as in the other three seals, the horse appears, indication that the idea of war is still in the 
symbols. But the image of the rider is changed. The rider is no longer in the form of a person, 
carrying some implements, but Death, personified, is said to be seated on the horse. Death 
represented as a tyrant reigning is a figure of speech found in other books of the Bible. (Romans 
5:14; 6:9; 1 Corinthians 15:55). The symbol shows Death as a soldier gaining great victories over all 
efforts at resistance that man might make.” (J.T. Hinds, Commentary on Revelation, p. 96, edited by 
R. Lawson).  

1. “pale horse,” In the Greek the word used is “chloros” translated sometimes as “livid”. It is used 
of a person whose face is turned light by terror. It is described as a greenish yellow color, much 
like one who has a serious disease.  
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2. “Hades followed close behind,” Hades is literally “the waiting place” and is used to describe the 
place where the spirits of the dead go to await judgment. This is the place where Lazurus and the 
rich man went in Luke 16:19-31. They were both in hades, only in different parts of hades with a 
great gulf fixed between them so they could not pass back and forth.  

The point of this: Death came to kill and Hades followed close behind to gather the souls of the dead.  

THE MESSAGE:   

“Death cuts down and Hades gathers the slain. Yet Death and Hades cannot do as they please. They 
can do nothing beyond that which they are allowed. This is important to the encouragement of the 
believers. This destruction is not complete, it is limited. Complete  judgment is coming later. NOTE 
ESPECIALLY: “Unto them is given authority to kill with the sword, famine (hunger), pestilence 
(disease), and by the wild beast of the earth.” These are four words which have not been used under 
the second and third seals. This passage is very definitely rooted in Ezekiel 14:21. “But thus says 
the Lord Jehovah; even though I should send against Jerusalem my four deadly judgments: the 
sword and hunger and the wild beasts and pestilence, to cut off from it man and beast, 
nevertheless there shall be left a remnant in it...”   

Here Revelation 6:8 gives us the same four woes mentioned in almost exactly the same order (W. 
Hendrickson, More than conquerors, p. 125)  

VERSES 9-11, THE FIFTH SEAL (Souls under the alter crying out to God to bring vengeance to 
the world).  

Verses 9-11, “When he opened the fifth seal, I saw under the alter the souls of those who had been 
slain because of the word of God and the testimony they had maintained.  They called out in a loud 
voice, “How long, Sovereign Lord, Holy and true, until you judge the inhabitants of the earth and 
avenge our blood.”   

1. “souls of those who had been slain,” This shows us clearly that physical death does not end life. 
Those souls of people who had been killed for the cause of Christ are alive and crying out to 
God. 

2. “then each of them was given a white robe and told to wait a little longer.” The white robe as we 
have seen before is the symbol of being clothed in purity.  

THE MEANING:  
The persecution is not over yet, they must wait a little while longer, but in the next seal we see that 
judgment is coming to the world. This is the word which the slain saints need to hear. They want to 
know that the fact that they remained faithful was now wasted, that it really counted for something. 
When God brings judgment upon the world, then they will know for a fact, that He keeps his word.  

VERSES 12-17, THE SIXTH SEAL (God is coming to bring vengeance upon the world).  

Verses 12-14, “There was a great earthquake. The sun turned black like sackcloth made of goat 
hair, the whole moon turned blood-red, and the stars in the sky fell to earth, as late figs drop from a 
fig tree when shaken by a strong wind. the sky receded like a scroll, rolling up, and every  mountain 
and island was removed from its place.”   
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1. “A great earthquake... the sun turned black... the moon turned blood-red, stars fell ...  to earth 
and the heaven is removed as a scroll, the mountains and islands were moved from their 
places”.  This speaks of the “Wrath of the Lamb” (Vs. 16). Here is a judgment on the ungodly. It 
is not the end of time, it is small parts of Old Testament scriptures woven together to show us a 
picture of God’s judgment. These same terms were used of Assyria, Egypt, Edom and Judah. 
John uses the language of the prophets here to show a picture of the coming destruction of the 
nations of the world.  

2. “Then the kings of the earth, the princes, the general, the rich, the mighty, and every slave and 
every free man hid in caves and among the rocks of the mountains. They called to the 
mountains and rocks, “Fall on us and hide us from the face of him who sits on the throne and 
the wrath of the Lamb.” This could not be the final judgment when Christ returns, for when he 
comes back, everyone will leave the earth and the earth will be burned up. There will be no 
mountains to fall and  no caves to hide in, 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18; 2 Peter 3:10. Much of what 
is said here in this particular quotation is found in Isaiah 2:10-22.   

CHAPTER SUMMARY: 
“What did we see in this chapter? We saw the unveiling of the future undergirded by the primary 
truth of the book of Revelation, Jesus is the overcomer, the conqueror. We saw him come forth, pure 
and victorious. We saw him come first to assure the saints. We saw the four hard judgments of God 
being sent into the world; we saw persecution announced still coming for the Christians; we saw 
their cry for vengeance being answered in the description of judgment aimed at their oppressors.  

In this we saw a happy picture and a sad picture. We saw a picture having comfort, but speaking 
also of trouble. We saw, since the Lamb did the opening, that everything was under his control. But 
this chapter did end with a terrible picture of judgment and in this easily leads us to the vision 
revealed in chapter 7”, (J. McGuiggian, The book of Revelation, p. 104, edited by R. Lawson).  
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CHAPTER SEVEN 
(The sealing of the 144,000) 

Introduction: 
In chapter seven we see what appears to be a thought placed in the text to give a special encouragement 
to the Christians. Chapter six has just told them that terrible things will continue to happen to them. 
People want to ask, “Why should I remain faithful to God if I have to suffer anyway?” In this 
chapter, God is again showing that he has not forgotten His people, that there really is “Victory in 
Jesus”! In this chapter God answers what happens to the Christians during the persecution (tribulation). 
Christians are asking, “Who is going to be able to survive this judgment?”  God is saying, “Christians 
will, whether they live through it or are killed in it, because I, God have put my seal upon them.”  

We need to notice that this chapter follows somewhat, what is seen in Ezekiel 9. I recommend that you 
read that chapter of Ezekiel before going on with this chapter of Revelation.  

“A second serious and all important consideration is this: All suffering is not the judgment of God! 
Sometimes the innocent suffer with the guilty, but are not being punished with the guilty. Look, in 
the days of Noah it is almost certain that babies died in the flood. These babies suffered with the 
guilty, but God did not punish the babies. Ezekiel 18 forbids the idea that God ever punishes one 
man of another man’s sin. ... Punishment and suffering are not always the same thing! In the 
judgment, here under consideration, the Saints are excused or exempt from judgment.  

A third consideration: Through the righteous are exempt from a particular judgment, this doesn’t 
mean they can’t suffer during the time the judgment is going on. This is why Ezekiel 9 is so 
important to our understanding. In it we hear of a judgment about to come upon the ungodly. The 
ones bringing the judgment are told to delay until the righteous are sealed with a mark. When the 
righteous are sealed against the judgment, the agents of the judgment, in the vision, kill everyone 
without the mark. The marked people go untouched! It would seem from this scripture that the 
marked people were not killed with the unrighteous, but that is not what happened. Ezekiel 21:3-4 
tells us that the righteous died as well as the wicked. How can this be true? Remember that a vision 
is only a vision. It teaches certain truths and we cannot try to force it to be correct in every detail of 
coming history. We need to understand the central thought or main message which God is showing. 
That thought is that  God is about to judge the ungodly people. During that judgment the Christians 
will suffer also, and it might look like they are being punished also, but they are not. The sealing is 
God’s way of saying, the righteous are not being judged as being guilty!  

Do the righteous in the vision die? NO! In the literal judgment, did the righteous people die? YES! 
What can we be sure of? That the righteous, whether they die or not, are exempt from judgment 
(punishment) of God taking place at this time! They will continue live with God throughout all 
eternity. The point is this: 1) That the sealing visions do not guarantee physical preservation to the 
righteous, and 2) That the sealing visions teach the righteous are exempt from the judgment about to 
fall. We are still under God’s protection.” (J. McGuiggian, The book of Revelation, p. 108, edited 
by R. Lawson).  

VERSES 1-8, THE SEALING OF THE 144,000  

Verse 1, “I saw four angels ... holding back the four winds,” “Wind” is often used as a symbol of a 
destructive force, (see Jeremiah 49:34-36; 51:1). The four angels are holding back the destructive force 
of the wind which is the judgment. Notice Ezekiel 9:4-5, the killing comes after waiting for the people 
to be marked. 
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Verses 2-3, “the seal.” In the scripture to seal something has at least three different meanings.  

1. The seal protects against tampering. In this way the tomb of Jesus was sealed, Matthew 27:66, also 
see Revelation 5:1. 
a. God seals and protects us, Jude 24-25  

2. The seal is a mark of ownership, 2 Timothy 2:19-20, “Nevertheless, Gods’ solid foundation stands 
firm, sealed with this inscription: “The Lord know those who are his,” and “everyone who 
confesses the name of the Lord must turn away from wickedness.” Song of Solomon 8:6, “Set me 
a seal upon your heart.”   

3. The seal certifies genuine character. We see this in Esther 3:12, where King Xerxes sealed a law 
(decree) to show it was truly from him.  

a. In the same way the Spirit seals us to show that we are the sons of God, Eph 1:13, “in whom ye 
also, having heard the word of the truth, the gospel of your salvation,-- in whom, having also 
believed, ye were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise”, Romans 8:16, “The Spirit himself 
bears witness with our spirit, that we are children of God.”  

In this passage the importance of the seal is that it shows all of these things discussed above. In chapter 
14 we also see those who have been sealed. We read that they have on their foreheads the name of the 
Lamb and the name of the Father. Notice chapter 3:12-13 also the overcomers also receive those names 
plus the name of the holy city. The seal is the fact that as Christians we have been marked out by God 
as His people, He knows us and will watch over us.  

Verses 4-8, “144,000.”  Those who are sealed are pictured as twelve thousand from each of the tribes 
of sons of Israel. Under the Old Covenant the Jews were the people of God. The name Israel means “he 
who prevailed with God.” Under the New Covenant all Christians are called the “Seed of Abraham,” 
Galatians 3:29, “And if ye are Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed, heirs according to promise.” In 
this passage when “Israel” is mentioned it is referring to the “people of God” or “Christians.”  

1. The number 144,000:  
Again remember we are dealing with a different culture at a different time. In the idea of 
multiplication the number four (4) (for the world) was multiplied by the number three (3) (for God) 
and the result was twelve (12. This became a very well know symbol to the Jewish people. There 
were twelve tribes of Israel, twelve apostles, twelve gates into the Holy City in Revelation. This 
number was carried further by multiplying twelve times twelve and getting the total of one hundred 
and forty four, (12x12=144). This number could indicate an even more complete and perfect state 
by multiplying it times one thousand to receive the total of one hundred forty four thousand, 
(1000x144=144,000). This is the number the writer of Revelation used when he wanted to show the 
security of a perfect number sealed away from trouble by God. (This does not indicate the literal 
number of people, but that in God there is security). (from the Symbolism of numbers, p. 13 in this 
book).  

b. 144,000 is the church or the kingdom or God. 
1. “Sealed of God,” 7:1-6 

a. The church, 
1) Ephesians 1:13, believers marked with a seal 
2) Ephesians 4:30, Sealed with the Spirit 
3) 2 Corinthians 1:21-23, Set his seal of ownership upon us. 
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 2. “Purchased of God,” 14:3b 
a. The elect, 1 Peter 1:18-19 
b The church, Acts 20:28 
c. The kingdom, Revelation 5:9-10 

3. Those not defiled (virgins spiritually), 14:3b 
a. The church, 2 Corinthians 11:2, Ephesians 5:22-32, cleansed by the blood. 
b. Individuals, Colossians 1:21-23, reconciled, without blemish 

4. Those who follow the lamb, 14:6 
a. Follow in His steps, 1 Peter 2:20-22 

5. Those who are the first fruits, 14:4c 
a. First fruits of his creatures, James 1:18. 

6. No lie was  found in their mouths, without blemish, 14:5 
a. Ephesians 5:25-27, cleansed, without stain, wrinkle or other blemish 
b. Colossians 1:21-23, free from accusation.  

Who are the 144,000? It is the saved still living upon the earth, the church, the kingdom of God.  

VERSES 9-17, THE GREAT MULTITUDE IN WHITE ROBES  

Verse 9, “The great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, tribe, people and 
language”” are the redeemed of all ages! Verse 14-15 say they are the ones who have come out of the 
great tribulation, they have washed their robes and made them white with the blood of the Lamb and 
are before the throne. They are beyond the tribulation or persecution, they are already dead and with 
God.  

Verse 10, the sixth song is a song of salvation.  

Verses 11-12, the seventh song is a song of praise.  

Verse 13-17, The triumphant people of God.  
1. Vs. 14, “that come out of the great tribulation,” literally “they are coming out of the great 

tribulation, something that is going on at the time of the vision. 
2. Vs. 14b, “washed in the blood,” Past tense, something they have done in the past, and because of 

this they can stand in the presence of Christ. They have no sin, 1 John 1:7, Acts 22:16, 1 Peter 
3:21. 

3. Vs. 15a, “Before the throne,” Perfect communion with God. 
4. Vs. 15b, “Serving,” Perfect service to God. 
5. Vs. 15c, “Spread His tabernacle over them,” Perfect protection, they dwell in the house of God. 
6. Vs. 16a, “Hunger and thirst no more,” Perfectly provided for by God. 
7. Vs. 16b, “Waters of life,” They now have the perfect life. 
8. Vs. 17, “No tears,” They have perfect joy.  

SUMMARY OF CHAPTER 7 
In this chapter we see two groups which are given words of comfort and encouragement by God. The 
first group are Christians still on this earth undergoing persecution. The second group are those who 
have already died and are with God serving and worshipping him in heaven. This chapter was written 
to give comfort to those who were undergoing the persecutions (tribulations) of that time and still 
speaks to us today. We should join the Saints that are with God and all creation in proclaiming “You 
are worthy to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength and honor and glory and praise!” 
AMEN! 
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CHAPTER EIGHT 
(The seventh seal and an introduction to the seven trumpets)  

Introduction: 
In chapters 8 and 9 we see the seventh seal and the seven trumpets. Remember that seals were for 
hiding or closing up things. When they were opened, the things were revealed. The trumpets warn of 
coming judgments.   

Notice that the judgments only hit part of what ever is mentioned in the vision. Those people who are 
ungodly are suppose to notice what is happening and repent of their sinful ways.   

“These trumpets remind us of the plagues that God brought on Egypt and I believe that is how we 
are supposed to view them. The oppressor is being punished, brought to his knees. As it was in the 
days of Moses, so it is in the days of the Revelation period. The ungodly is badly hurt, but as it turns 
out, not hurt sufficiently to turn him from iniquity.  

But these chapters do clearly tell the saints of their ultimate victory. None of them, knowing 
anything of the Old Testament history, would fail to see the parallel between the plagues and the 
Revelation scenes. In chapter 8:3-5, we learn the reason for the judgments and in 9:20-22, we are 
clearly taught what their purpose was, to cause repentance.” (The book of Revelation, J. 
McGuiggian, p. 118, edited by R. Lawson).  

CHAPTER 8, OPENING THE SEVENTH SEAL AND FOUR TRUMPETS. 
Here as in other sections of Revelation, the last subdivision of the vision is transitional (leading up to a 
change). It prepares the way for what is coming in the next vision. This section (8:1-5) is divided into 
two parts: The silence in heaven (Vs. 1-2) and the incense and prayers of victory. We should not try to 
identify the judgments in this chapter. They do not refer to any particular time or event, they are 
fulfilled throughout history in the normal course of events through natural disasters.  

Verses 1-2, THE SILENCE IN HEAVEN. 
1.  “there was silence in heaven,” Why silence?   

a. In Zechariah 2:8-13, the whole earth is told to be silent for He (God) is come to judge the 
world. 

b. Zephaniah 1:7-12 the writer says, “Judgment has come, hold your peace.” 
c. Habakkuk 2:20 says, “when God speaks, let man be quiet” 
d. Silence calls attention to what is about to happen. If you want people to pay attention to you, 

be quiet for about 10 seconds. They will stop and notice you.  

Verse 3-5, “incense,” THE INCENSE AND PRAYERS OF VICTORY. 
1. “prayers of all the Saints,” All the saints on earth are praying, (Vs. 3), Psalms 141:2 tells us, 

“May my prayer be set before you like incense.” (also see Revelation 5:6). 
2. An angel adds MUCH incense. We are not sure of the meaning of  “much incense” being added, 

but it might be the intercession of Jesus added to give power to the prayers of the Saints before 
God. 
a. Intercession is to mediate (go between) parties. 
b. Intercession doesn’t take the place of prayer, it goes along with it. 
c. If this is the case, much intercession is done by Christ for the Saints. 

1) Hebrews 7:25, He intercedes for us. 
2) Romans 26-27, He intercedes for us. 



           41 

3) I Timothy 2:1-2, Christians are commanded to intercede for each other with prayer. 
4. The key thought is that God would hear the fervent prayers of his struggling and afflicted 

people (James 5:16) and will cause His judgments to go forth against their enemies.  
3. Smoke of the incense with  prayers goes up to God, (Vs. 4). 
4. THE RESULT: Judgment is poured out upon the earth, (Vs. 5). 

a. The reason for the judgment was the cry of the Saints.  

Verse 6, THE SEVEN TRUMPETS PREPARE TO SOUND. 
1. Trumpets are warning of judgment: They are calling for repentance. 
2. How do we know this? Because of the fourfold use of trumpets seen in the scripture. 
3. Notice Number 10. 

a. Calling of the congregation to assemble, 10:2 
b. Directing the movement on a journey, 10:2 
c. Going to war, 10:9 
d. Sounding an alarm, 10:9 

4. Trumpets in the Old Testament. 
a. Joel 2:1-2, “Sound an alarm with the trumpet, a day of Jehovah is coming.” 
b. Zephahiah 1:14-18, “Day of Jehovah is a day of the trumpet and alarm.” 
c. Jeremiah 4:5-9, “Flee for safety when the trumpet is blown.” 
d. Amos 3:6, “Shall a trumpet be blown in a city, and the people are not be afraid? Shall evil 

befall a city , and Jehovah hath not done it?”    

VERSES 7-12, THE FIRST FOUR TRUMPETS SOUND: NATURAL CLAMATIES.  

Background:  The first four trumpets are represented as bringing problems upon nature or partial 
destruction of the world. They show us these problems in four different areas.  The people of that day 
understood nature in four different areas: land, sea, fresh water, the stars of heavens. Part of the 
symbolism is taken from the plagues of Egypt and part is from historical events of John’s day.  

“This should not

 

be looked upon as a prediction of literal events which are to take place and destroy 
one third of everything. It is simply a picture of God’s warning judgments sent upon wicked men. 
This is not final judgment; only one third of everything touched is destroyed. It is partial judgment 
to warn wicked men. A “third” was a conventional way of expressing a “large part.” (Worthy is the 
Lamb, Ray Summers, P. 155)  

The disasters that came upon the world were not disasters that covered the whole earth. If they were no 
one could have escaped. They were sent for the purpose of warning those who did escape to the point 
that that they would repent. God was not going to neglect anything that would help persuade men to 
repent. 2 Peter 3:9 “The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some count slackness; but is 
long-suffering to you-ward, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should come to 
repentance.”  

Verse 7, FIRST TRUMPET, land disaster, “1/3 of the earth was burned up.”  

Verses 8-9, SECOND TRUMPET, a disaster of the sea. 
1. 1/3 of all of the fish, ships, and all in the sea destroyed (as well as the men in the ships). 
2. The cause was a volcano erupting and casting a large blazing mountain into the sea. 
3. The symbolism of this is that there is a great disturbance on the earth. It represents God’s power 
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to move and shake the whole world if he wants to. Notice Psalms 46:1-3, “God is our refuge and 
strength, A very present help in trouble. Therefore will we not fear, though the earth do 
change, And though the mountains be shaken into the heart of the seas; Though the waters 
thereof roar and be troubled, Though the mountains tremble with the swelling thereof.”   

Verses 10-11, THIRD TRUMPET, Land and Water disasters. 
The huge star burning as a  torch sent by God, caused the waters of the rivers, springs and fountains 
on the land to turn poisonous. Wormwood was the symbol of bitter sorrow (poison) Lamentations 
3:19.  

Verse 12, FOURTH TRUMPET, Disaster in the heavens. 
1/3 of all the heavenly bodies were darkened. This darkening of the stars left one third of the day 
dark as night and one third of the night even darker than usual.  

Verse 13, A PAUSE IN THE TRUMPETS, an eagle flying in the heavens. the strongest of birds, 
sometimes a symbol of vengeance.  

1. “Woe, woe, woe,” Three woes to emphasize that things are going to get even worse and to 
announce the coming three trumpets.  

SUMMARY: 
“In each of the three series of symbols (seals, trumpets, bowls) the writers’ plan is to divide them 
into four, two, and one leaving the one to act as a place of changing thoughts. Here it is noted that 
the first four trumpets pronounce woes upon nature; the next two pronounce woes upon mankind. 
John heard an eagle, a bird of prey, crying as it flew through the air that the next trumpets would 
bring woes upon man. The last ones had caused destruction upon  nature, but “the worst is yet to 
come.” In common superstition the eagle was a bird of ill omen (bad luck) and was a suitable one to 
bring the woes which follow. This announcement came with dramatic effect as the readers, the 
storm past looked upon the charred waste before them.” (Worthy is the Lamb, Ray Summers, P. 
155, edited by R. Lawson)  

“None of this was literally fulfilled. None of this was intended to be literally fulfilled.  It is a 
description of the Almighty’s attack on the world of the ungodly. Because of sin, the whole creation 
came under a curse, that which was to be man’s home and man’s servant is cursed. Each time a 
judgment takes place, we have a repeat of the curse. And of course, the blessings of man are taken 
from him in Famine ... and fear is generated in him ... his home becomes one huge hall of panic 
producing disasters.” (The book of Revelation, J. McGuiggian, p. 131).  
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CHAPTER NINE 
(The trumpets continue)  

Chapter 8 contained the natural tragedies that were uses as a bringer of destruction against the people 
of the world. In this chapter the trumpets of destruction continue to blow. The key to understanding this 
is that  God is going to give power to the enemies of the present rulers of the world, (those who are 
bringing persecution upon the Christians) and they will bring destruction against the those who are the 
enemies of God’s people. In the period of time in which John was writing these words, the nation of 
Rome was the enemy of the people of God. In almost every case the destruction mentioned in these 
visions can be identified with that nation.  

VERSES 1-12, LOCUSTS, INTERNAL DECAY AND CORRUPTION.  

Notice first the overall picture:  
1. The star is given a description as being a living person, (Vs. 1-2) 
a. “the Abyss, ‘ (Vs. 1) the dwelling place of evil spirits, Luke 8:31. 
2. The land is not hurt like it was in the first four “woes”. (Vs. 4) 
3. This destruction does not hurt God’s people, (Vs. 4b) 
4. The sting of the locus did not kill, only tortured them, (Vs. 5) 
5. It was not a permanent persecution, it only lasted a short time, symbolized by the fact it was said 

to last “five months”, (Vs. 5b) 
Notice the description of the locust: 

1. Vs. 7, “Horses prepared for war,” They were armed for battle. 
2. Vs. 7b, “Crowns of gold” (Greek - Stephonos or victory crown”, they would have the victory. 
3. Vs. 7c, “Faces were as human faces,” they were intelligent, clever or smart. 
4. Vs. 8, “Hair”, a symbol of strength. 
5. Vs. 8b, “teeth like lions’ teeth,” they had power. 
6. Vs. 9, “They had breastplates like iron,” they were well protected and hard to kill. 
7. Vs. 9b, “the sound of their wings was like the thundering of many horses,” they were many in 

number. 
8. Vs. 10, “They had tails and stings like scorpions,” they had great destructive power. 
9. Vs. 11, “They had a king ... whose name was Abaddon in the Hebrew  and Apollyon in the 

Greek,” both words mean destroyer.  

THE KEY: This picture was designed to strike terror in the hearts of men who were not protected by  
God. Those who had to worry were the people of the world. That is Satan’s work.  

EXAMINING THE PICTURE: 
1. The fallen star represents Satan. Luke 10:18, “I beheld Satan fallen as lightening from the 

heavens”.  Also Revelation 12:9. 
2. The smoke:  

a. Smoke blinds our eyes and shuts out the sun and air. 
b. The things which Satan brings to the world and claims are true blinds many people, 2 

Corinthians 4:3-4, “ And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled in them that perish: 4  in 
whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of the unbelieving, that the light of the 
gospel of the glory of Christ”. See also Ephesians 2:1-4, Colossians 1:12-13.  

c. Today as then Satan blinds the world in many ways, telling them that false teaching concerning 
the Bible is correct. Telling them that the things the world accepts as right morally (bribery, 
stealing, lying, murder and other things) are alright if you can justify them. Being blind to the 



          44 

The Book of Revelation 

truth of God and to what God says is morally right will kill a people and a nation. 
3. The locust are a universal symbol of destruction. This is the reason they are used here in this 

verse. They are not literal locust. 
a. See a symbolic description of real locust which God sent as His army to bring judgment, Joel 

2:4-11. 
b. Locust have no king, Proverbs 30:7. 

4. The locust come out of the smoke and sting people. In this way when someone begins to follow 
the teachings which come from Satan (anything that is against God’s Word), they have been 
stung by a locust. 
a. Notice that the false words brought by Satan does not hurt the Christians, because they refused 

to believe the lies of Satan. 
b. These things all apply to the Roman empire. When Rome fell, it fell to outside armies, but 

because of internal decay. They had become so morally corrupt that they could no longer 
maintain the government of their own empire. They believed the lie of Satan that you could do 
anything that you wanted and there was no one to stop you or bring judgment against you. 
They forgot about God. In this vision we see that God used Satan to bring judgment on these 
people by allowing them to be blinded to the truth.  

VERSES 13-21, THE SIXTH ANGEL BLOWS THE TRUMPET - ENEMIES FROM OUTSIDE 
COME TO DESTROY  

THE PICTURE 
1. The voice from the alter: God’s voice. The horns were used to keep the sacrifices and hot coals 

from falling off, the horns are not important to the vision. The important thing to see is that God 
spoke. 

2. “Release the four angels.” These are not the same angels as in chapter 7:1. 
a. These angels are wicked or evil. 
b. The Euphrates represents the land of the enemies, Assyria and Babylon or in general the 

wicked world. 
c. These angels begin killing men. 
d. The use of the terms, year, month, day and hour were to show that God had prepared them for 

that very time when John was seeing the vision. 
e. The great army is turned loose numbering two hundred million soldiers, which just indicates it 

is a very large army. 
f. The horses have one purpose, to bring destruction 
g. The riders are shown to be men of war by their armor.  

EXAMINING THE PICTURE: 
1. They came to kill, How? Fire, Smoke and Brimstone (it is sometimes described as burning 

sulfur). 
a. These symbolize terrible things that bring death, see Psalms 11:6 

2. The wicked refused to repent even though they suffered punishment, Vs. 21.  

SUMMARY: 
The description given in this passage is such as to terrorize any enemy not protected by God. A horse 
with the head of a lion, with fire, smoke and blazing sulfur coming out of its mouth. On top of that it 
has a large tail and stinger like a scorpion. Now picture a army made up of 200,000,000 of these horses. 
This picture is given in symbolic terms and shows an invasion from the outside coming to destroy those 
who had been persecuting  God’s people.  
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“The vision is given as a means of reassuring the Christians to help them see that  Rome will never 
triumph over Christianity. The judgments were to be sent as punitive measurers (bring punishment) 
on the wicked oppressors and as a call to repentance. This is indicated when we see in these verses 
that the rest of the men, those not injured by the plagues, refuse to repent and turn from their evil. 
Idols, murder, sorcerers, thefts, and fornicating. Still after the sixfold judgment they continue in 
their evil ways. Nothing would make them repent. Nothing is left for them except the still heavier 
judgment of God.” (Worthy is the  Lamb, R. Summers, P. 160)  
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CHAPTER TEN 
(The Angel and the Little Scroll)  

Chapters 8 and 9 showed judgments designed to give warning to those who were persecuting the 
Christians. They were very hard or serious warnings, but warnings only. Those sinful people should 
have repented, but they refused. It seems that they only became more determined to go on living in  sin. 
In this way, they are much like “Pharaoh” in the book of Exodus, even though he was shown the power 
of God he refused to repent and change his ways. He made the burdens on the Isralites even harder than 
they already were when the judgment of God started (through the plagues). In the same way the 
stronger the judgment of God became upon the wicked people of the day of John, the more they 
seemed determined to resist God and persecute His people.  

In Chapter 13 we will be shown the reason for their stubbornness, the two beast who have the 
“Dragons” authority and the Dragon himself.  

In Chapters 10-12 we are shown several different messages which are given to bring comfort to the 
Christians during this period of suffering. We see strong angels which give comfort and courage. A city 
under siege, yet it is protected. People who are in mourning clothes (sackcloth) and are still victors. A 
new baby who overcomes. A woman is given protection and the rest of her descendants who are victors 
also.  

VERSES 1-7, SEVEN UNRECORDED THUNDERS: No more warnings for the enemies of 
God’s people, (Rome).  

1. Vs. 1,“Angel,” Now an angel is a servant of God, but this particular angel seems to be one of high 
rank. 
a. There are different rankings or an order of the angels, Jude 9; Daniel 10:13. 

2. Vs. 2, “Little book or scroll,” This is a symbol that a message is made known to John. God has 
given him the responsibility of keeping this message and he accepts it by eating the book. A 
reference here is to Ezekiel 2:8, 3:3. Ezekiel was also given a scroll to eat which tasted sweet as 
honey. 

3. Vs. 2b, “He planted his right foot on the sea and his left foot on the land.” The message was 
given to the earth. 

4. Vs.  3, “roar of a lion,” the lion is a symbol of power. 
5. Vs. 3, “the voices of the seven thunders,” Thunder indicates judgment, “seven” shows the 

completeness of the judgment. 
6. Vs. 4, “Seal up what the seven thunders have said and do not write it down.” This shows that 

the warnings have ended. They have been quite complete and the enemies of God’s people will 
not receive another warning. They will only face the judgment of God. 

7. Vs. 5, “Angel ... raised his right hand,”  He made an oath before all of heaven. This indicates the 
one making the oath realizes that he is in full view of heaven (God). See Daniel 12:7. 

8. Vs. 6, “There will be no more delay!” The ungodly had been given an oppertunity to repent but 
they refused. Behold now the judge stands at the door, James 5:9. 

9. Vs. 7, “the seventh angel is about to sound his trumpet.” When he sounds his trumpet the 
message will be complete, (11:5). 

10. Vs. 7, “the mystery of God,” This is speaking of the book of mysteries which is being recorded 
here. The book which proclaims the victory of Christ and his church over those persecuting them.  

VERSES 10:8-11, THE LITTLE BITTER/SWEET SCROLL (BOOK). 
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1. Vs. 8, “Go, take the scroll that lies open in the hand of the angel.”  Notice that the angel doesn’t 

give him the book or scroll. He is ask to take it. Each Christian must volunteer his commitment to 
God, he will not force us or give it to us. Our choice to serve Him must come from our heart. 

2 Vs. 10, “It tasted sweet as honey in my mouth.” God’s word is always sweet when we taste of it. 
Psalms 119:103, “How sweet are your words unto my taste! Yes, sweeter than honey to my 
mouth!” Also see Psalms 19:9-10. 

3. Vs. 10b,  “my stomach turned sour” (NIV), “my belly was made bitter” (ASV) . The thing that 
turned his stomach “sour” or “bitter” was the message of doom or bad news he  had to carry to 
the people. See Ezekiel 2:8-3:4,  the message of lamentation  (sorrow) and woe. 

4. Vs. 11, There is still another message which God wants him to carry to the world.  

SUMMARY 
In this chapter we have seen a powerful angel. This angel is sent to give courage to the Christians. He 
is sent to let them know that the ones bringing the persecution to them are being judged by God. Also 
we see the message that God will not delay any longer. He will begin immediately to bring this 
judgment  
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CHAPTER ELEVEN 
(Measuring the temple and the two witnesses) 

God’s people win!  

It is important to remember when reading this chapter that this is a vision. In this vision you cannot 
take the things which are said to be literal (or mean exactly what they say). They are here to symbolize 
certain things (to the people of John’s day) that will happen or were happening. We really don’t know 
the meaning of every symbol in the vision, but we do believe that we can understand the idea presented 
by the vision. One important thing in understanding this chapter is to remember that there has never 
been a time when some part of this vision would not apply. It applied to those who were reading it in 
John’s day, just as some of it will apply to those who have read it since that time.   

To help you understand here are some of the symbols used in this chapter and the meanings we believe 
they represent:  

The reed like a rod = The Word of God 
The measuring = The sealing of the saints 
The temple, alter, etc. = God’s church 
The forty and two months = The present time 
The two witnesses = The Word of God and the Word within (already accepted by) the church. 
The beast out of the abyss = Satan 
The slaying of the witnesses = The world’s rejection of the testimony of the witnesses. 
Resurrection of the witnesses = A revival of the truth 
The unburied bodies = churches and the Word of God appear to have been overcome, their power 

broken. 
The calling of the witnesses = the resurrection and final judgment. 
The lampstands = The church 
The olive trees = God’s appointed representatives” 
(Commentary on Revelation, B. Coffman, p. 233-4, Edited by R. Lawson)  

VERSES 1-2, MEASURING THE TEMPLE, THE PROTECTION OF GOD’S PEOPLE  

1. Vs. 1, “measuring.” This indicates that the church was separated from the world. Notice Ezekiel 
42:20, “He measured it on the four sides: it had a wall round about, the length five hundred, 
and the breadth five hundred, to make a separation between that which was holy and that 
which was common.” Also see 2  Samuel 5; Zachariah 2, Ezekiel 40-48. 
a. The church was separated from the worldly people so that God could protect the church and 

destroy the worldly, 2 Corinthians 6:14-18. 
2. Vs. 1b, “the temple of God and the altar, and count the worshippers.” These three things are 

measured or counted. 
a. “the temple,” “Greek “naos”, the inner sanctuary, where the altar is at. Only the priests could 

enter there. This represents the church. See 1 Corinthians 3:16-17; Ephesians 2:19-22.  (If our 
dating of the book is correct the temple at Jerusalem has already been destroyed by the time 
this vision took place). 

b. “the altar,” represents the worship of the church. The altar was the center of all worship. 
c. “the worshippers,” Those who make up the church, the individuals or each separate Christian. 

3. “But exclude the outer court, do not measure it, because it has been given to the Gentile.” The 
church has been separated from the world. The outer court was not the place of worship. The 
church is where worship is given to God, the outer court is the world. 
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VERSES 3-13, THE TWO WITNESSES  

“The witnesses here represent the Church. They are seen here as holding to their testimony even 
though they are under pressure from the beast, they are wearing sackcloth. Persecution can not stop 
them. No one can harm them so as to cause their testimony to cease. Can they be hurt? Of course. In 
the previous vision, the city is under the pagan heel and yet a section of the city (its very center, the 
inner sanctuary of the temple) is protected. In the verses we have looked at so far concerning the 
witnesses all we have had is the power of the witnesses and their unbeatable nature. Now we will 
hear the truth stressed that the Church is to undergo pressure.” (The book of Revelation, J. 
McGuiggian, p. 154).  

1. Vs. 3, “my two witnesses,” doesn’t represent people, but represent that which will testify against 
those who are persecuting God’s people.   
a. The word of God, John 12: 48. 
b. The church, 1  Corinthians 6:2. 

2. Vs. 2, “42 months.” 
a. Rev. 11:2, “42 months.” 
b. Rev. 11:3, “1,260 days.” 
c. Rev. 13:5 ,  “42 months.” 
d. These are all the same. Three and one half years. (7 is the symbol for completeness, 3/12 is 

half of that, indicating an indefinite or incomplete period of time.) 
e. During this time the church will be persecuted, delivered, protected nourished and the Gospel 

preached. They are all the same period of time, not a literal period of time which can be 
marked out, but the time from the establishment of the church onward. 

f. The church is provided for and is protected. What period of time is that? How long will the two 
witnesses prophecy (proclaim the Word of God)? How long will the church be nourished by 
God? How long will Christians be persecuted? (2 Timothy 3:12). This period of time will 
never end until Jesus comes back for His people. 

3. Vs. 3, “sackcloth,” A bitter message has been taught and brings much sorrow to the speakers, 
sackcloth is a symbol of that. 

4. “the two olive trees and the two lampstands.”  
a. The olive tree probably refers to the oil of the olive which was used to fuel the lampstands. See 

Zechariah 4:1-14. 
b. The candlestick or lampstand refers to the testimony of the church.  

IN VERSES 7-10 the power of the witnesses (the preaching of God’s word) seems to have been 
taken away. 

1. Vs. 7, “the beast that comes up from the Abyss will attack them, and overpower and kill them.” 
Satan attempts to stop the church and the Word of God. We find out later that he failed. 

2. Vs. 8a “Dead bodies lie on the street” The witnesses appeared to be killed. Some churches did 
stop meeting or had to meet secretly for their safety, but the truth never dies, the witnesses 
against the enemies of God and His people still live.  

3. Vs. 8b, “the great city, which is figuratively called Sodom and Egypt,” Remember that the city is 
not literal, this is a vision. The city is not identified, but many of the references could point to the 
city of Rome. See, Revelation 16:19; 17:18; 18:10, 16, 18-21. (Notice that the word 
“figuratively” is used here in the NIV, to indicate it is “symbolic language”. 
a) Egypt, a  nation that enslaved God’s people 
b) Sodom, the city that was used to show how low people could sink into moral decay. 
c) Jerusalem, where Jesus was crucified.  
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4. Vs. 9a, “three and a half days,” an uncertain period of time. 
5. Vs. 9b,  “gaze on their bodies and refused them burial.” The insults given to the church. 
6. Vs. 10, “the inhabitants of the earth will gloat over them and celebrate.”  The people of the 

world will celebrate that the people who have been condemning their sin by bring God’s Word 
were killed. They wanted to enjoy the death and feel evil satisfaction over it.   

VERSES 11-12, The Victory of God’s people over the world.  
God breathed new life back into the witnesses. Not only did they stand and cause the world to fear their 
testimony, they were given the ultimate victory by being taken to heaven with God in a cloud. We as 
Christians today should brand into our hearts and minds that the bad stuff only lasts for a little while, 
then we win. It doesn’t matter what happens to us physically, spiritually we are going home with God, 
if we are faithful, (see Romans 8:18). 

1. Vs. 13, “there was  a severe earthquake.”  God’s judgment is upon them. 
2. Vs. 13b, “a tenth of the city collapsed.” This is just partial payment for their sins, the rest is yet to 

come.   

SUMMARY TO THIS POINT: 
This whole section from 10:1-11:13 has been a series of visions placed inside of the main vision to give 
God’s people hope and confidence. God is saying He will hold back no longer. He is beginning to 
bring judgment upon His enemies now. God’s people will be a great witness to the world during this 
period of judgment and when it is over they will be acquitted of any wrong.  

VERSES 14-19, THE SEVENTH TRUMPET AND FINAL JUDGMENT  

“It was stated at the close of the sixth trumpet that two visions which bring comfort would be 
observed before the next general vision. One of these consolatory visions was inserted (10:1 to 
11:13), which consoled the Christians by the assurance of God’s righteous judgment upon those 
who were persecuting them. The second is this vision of the ark of the covenant which is 
transitional, leading over into the next vision. In Verse 14 the third woe is announced: it is 
introduced by the ark of the covenant and embraces the destructive forces which follow, beginning 
with chapter 12:1.” (Worthy is the Lamb, R. Summers, p. 166, edited by R. Lawson).  

1. This begins the ninth song, a song of praise for God’s righteousness and judgment. 
2. Vs. 15, “the kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord”. The whole world always 

has been under  God’s control. This is just making it official. The world tries to make us think God 
doesn’t rule over it, but if we wait long enough we will see who wins in the end. 

3. Vs. 18, “the time has come for judging the dead,” all of the dead to that point in time. 
4. Vs. 19, “the sacred chest of His covenant,” (NIV), “the ark of His covenant,” (ASV). Notice that 

this is the ark of “HIS” covenant, not “the” covenant. This is saying that God doesn’t forget His 
promises, they are there in front of Him all of the time.  
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CHAPTER TWELVE 
(The battle between God and Satan)  

Up to this point we have seen the struggle between the church and the world. Now we see the direction 
of the vision change to a series of battles between good and evil, (God and Satan).   

“This major section, chapters 12-22, form a unit. The main characters that arise in opposition to 
Christ and His church are introduced in chapters 12-14. They are: The Dragon, The Sea  Beast, The 
Earth Beast, Babylon, and The men with the Mark of the Beast. The visions that follow show what 
happened to each of these anti-Christian forces: to those having the mark of the beast, 15-16; to the 
harlot Babylon and the two beast, 17-19 and to the dragon, 20-22.  

It is clear, therefore that the central theme of the first main division, chapters 1-11, is continued in 
the second. That theme is, as has been indicated, The Victory of the Christ and His Church over the 
Dragon and his helpers. But whereas the first main division, Chapters 1-11, pictures the outward 
struggle between the church and the world, the second part of the book reveals the deeper 
background. We now see more clearly than the preceding divisions that the conflict between the 
church and the world is but the outward manifestation of the war between the Christ and Satan (the 
dragon).” (More than Conquerors, W. Hendriksen, p. 163).  

VERSES 1-6, BATTLE Number One, The woman and her child, The fight against all of God’s 
people.  

Actually this is a continuation of the battle which is described in the rest of the Bible. The struggle 
between the seed of the woman and Satan, (see: Genesis 3:15). In this section a pregnant woman is 
wearing the sun and moon and a crown of twelve stars.  

1. Vs. 1, “Woman,” represents the people of God. It cannot be the church exclusively, because she 
was given existence and persecuted by Satan before the birth of the child (Christ). It represents 
all of the faithful of God, under both covenants, see Isaiah 50:1; 54:1; Hosea 2:2, 7. 

2. Vs. 1b, “crown,” Greek, ‘stephanos’, the symbol of victory. 
3. Vs. 1c, “twelve stars,”  These represent God’s people, those shining forth light to the world, 

Matthew 5:16. 
4. Vs. 3,  “a great, fiery red dragon having seven heads and ten horns, and seven diadems on his 

heads”  The dragon of course as we have seen before is Satan and we will see more of the 
description in chapter 13.  
a. “seven heads,” symbolized perfect authority over the world, world dominion. 
b. “ten horns,” symbolizes complete power, showing his destructive power. 
c. “seven diadems (crowns),” This is different from other crowns we have seen. This is the ruling 

crown of a king. The Greek word used is “diadeô (Literally, to bind around), Persian kings 
used to bind the crown on their heads and this is the word which was used to describe that 
binding, so a royal crown is seen in contrast with “stephanos” the victors crown in this 
passage. 

NOTE: Don’t get caught up in trying to put names to the horns, heads and crowns. It doesn’t 
matter! Stick with the main message: There is a battle between God and Satan! 

5. Vs. 4,  “His tail swept a third of the stars out of the sky and flung them to the earth.” 1/3 of all 
the stars were swept away (killed). This shows the greatness of his influence. 

6. Vs. 4b, “The dragon stood in front of the woman who was about to give birth, so that he might 
devour her child the moment it was born.”  This is a picture of Satan and Christ as seen from 
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Christ’s birth to His death. Satan was always trying to devour Him. The battle ended at the tomb 
where Jesus won through His resurrection. 

7. Vs. 5, “She gave birth to a son, a male Child, who will rule all nations with a rod of iron. And 
her child was snatched up to God and to his throne.”  This leaves no doubt it is talking about 
Jesus. 

8. Vs. 6. “The woman fled into the desert to a place prepared for her.” The woman (the church) 
will continue to suffer persecution, but at the same time will be a witness for God. See 11:2-3.   

VERSES 7-9, BATTLE NUMBER TWO, The war in Heaven.  

The scene now changes to heaven, Satan is beaten three times here in chapter twelve. Once on the 
earth, once in heaven and once again on the earth. It is as if two generals have gathered their armies for 
battle. Satan and his angels facing Michael and his angels.  

1. Vs. 7, “Michael and his angels,” The name Michael means, “who is like God.” This battle set 
Satan against the messenger of God. If he cannot win over the messenger, he surely cannot win 
against God. 
a. Michael gives assistance to the people of God, Daniel 10:13; 12:1.  
b. He is in charge of the armies of God, Jude 9, the “archangel.”  

2. Vs. 9, Satan is described in five different ways in this verse: 
a. “Great dragon,” Greek, drakon {drak'-own}, a dragon, a great serpent, a name for Satan. 
b. “ancient serpent,”- NIV, “old serpent or snake”, -NKJV. with the ancients, the serpent was an 

emblem of cunning and wisdom. The serpent who deceived Eve was regarded by the Jews as 
the devil. (Strong’s)  

c. “the devil,” Greek, “diabolos” {dee-ab'-ol-os} false accuser, slanderer 
d. “Satan,” Greek, “Satanas” {sat-an-as'} of Aramaic origin, adversary (one who opposes 

another in purpose or act), the name given to the prince of evil spirits, the inveterate adversary 
of God and Christ. 

e. “Who leads the whole world astray,” - NIV, “the deceiver of the whole world,” - ASV  

We can speculate (guess) as to the exact meaning of this vision of the battle between the Chief angel 
and his army and Satan and his army. But, the one thing we can know for sure about this vision with 
out guessing is: that God is fighting against Satan in ways we cannot even hope to understand and He 
always wins!   

VERSES 10-12, THE SONG, Notice a few important points about the song from heaven.  

1. Vs. 10, “Now have come,” this argues against those who say the book of Revelation foretells 
something that is going to happen in our future (premillennialism). It says clearly that these 
things happened “now,” when the writer was writing these words. (See appendix for notes on 
Premillennialism.) 

2. Vs. 10b, “the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God.” The kingdom was already 
there with the salvation of mankind and the power of God.  The kingdom was not something that 
would be coming sometime in the future. 

3. Vs. 11, “They overcame him by the blood of the lamb.” At the cross, Christ won the war against 
Satan! See: Revelation 1:5; 1 Peter 1:18; Romans 6:3-6, 1 John 1:5-7. 

4. Vs. 11b, “and by the word of  their testimony.”  Greek, “marturos,” literally, “one who gives 
testimony.” See, Matthew 28:18-20; Luke 24:44-47; 2 Timothy 2:2.  
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5. Vs 11c, “they did not love their lives so much as to shrink from death.”  Galatians 2:20, “I no 
longer live, but Christ.” Luke 9:23, “deny self and take up the cross.” Acts 20:24; 4:23; 8:34. 
How would we measure up to these people today? 

6. Vs. 12c, “He is filled with fury, because he knows that his time is short.”  Satan knows he has 
been defeated, but he is determined to take as many with him as possible to hell.   

VERSES 13-17, BATTLE NUMBER THREE, The war on earth continues against the woman 
and her child. The fight against the church.  

Remember in verse one we said the woman was all of God’s people throughout the ages. Her she may 
represent the church more specifically, because the child (Christ Jesus) has already been born. This 
really doesn’t matter, because the point of the vision is: that God wins again.  

1. Vs. 14, “the woman was given two wings of a great eagle.” This refers to God’s strength which 
protects His people. Again it is a Old Testament reference. See Isaiah 40:31, Exodus 19:4-6. 

2. Vs. 14b, “where she could be taken care of for a time, times, and half a time, out of the serpents 
reach.” God’s people are continuing to be persecuted, but God will protect them and nourish 
them during that time. “out of the ... reach,” Satan might see them and send harm to them, but he 
can’t get his hands on them to utterly destroy them. “reach,” literally in the Greek, “presence”. 
a. Vs. 14c, “time, times and half a time.” Remember we can’t try put this far into the future. 

Verse 10 tells us these things were taking place, “now”, or when the writer was writing these 
things down. 

b. What it appears to be saying is that the severe persecution was only for a limited time. Always 
three and a half (3 1/2) or its equal stood for an indefinite period of time.  

3. Vs. 15, “Then from his mouth the serpent spewed water like a river.” What came from the 
mouth of God? A sword, chapter 1:16b), “out of his mouth proceeded a sharp two-edged sword. 
Satan has tried to destroy the church with persecution and it hasn’t worked. Because of that he 
tries to copy God, but it doesn’t work. He brings forth water out of his mouth trying to copy God. 
What does the water stand for?   
a. Isaiah 57:19-20, a symbol of wickedness. 
b. Isaiah 8:5-8, a symbol of the destruction by Assyria. 
c. Psalms 18:4, a symbol of destruction by godless men. 
d. Psalms 124:4-5, a symbol of ungodliness.  

NOTE: The water from the mouth of Satan seems to be any manner of ungodliness, but since he is 
copying God, probably it is the presentation of to the world of a “false religion” in hopes of leading 
off God’s people. See 2 Thessalonians 2:8-10. (also remember Genesis 3:4, he told people from the 
very first, that “you don’t have to do it God’s way.”)  

4. Vs. 16, “But the earth helped the woman by opening its mouth and swallowing the river.” Satan 
had intended that God’s people would swallow his lies, instead the earth (people of the world) 
swallowed it instead. The church stayed pure and strong, while the world (Satan’s people) continued 
to die. 

5. Vs. 17, “her offspring, those who keep God’s commandments and hold to the testimony of Jesus.” 
This represents individual Christians. He can’t break the church, so he will go after people one at a 
time now.  

SUMMARY: In chapter 12 we see the three main images that are repeated throughout the second half 
of the book of Revelation. The Woman represents God’s people (or the church). The dragon represents 
Satan. The seed of the woman (male child) is Christ. 
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These pictures of the war in  heaven and on the earth shows us that the power of Satan has been 
removed at the cross of Christ, (Vs. 11). This also shows us that Satan knows he can never defeat the 
church (cause it to be utterly destroyed), Vs. 12 & 17. But it also serves to warn  us as individuals we 
must be on guard for we are told, “Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a 
roaring lion, walks about, seeking whom he may devour,” 1 Peter 2:8. 
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CHAPTER THIRTEEN 
(The battles continue)  

Introduction: Chapter 12 introduced us to the battles between Satan and heaven and earth. In Chapter 
13 we will see the battles continue between Satan and the Christians. In these battles we see Satan uses 
several helpers. Two are mentioned in chapter 13 and another is found in chapter 17. They are:  (1) The 
sea beast, 13:1-10, (2) The earth beast, 13:11-18,  (3) The great harlot, 17:1.  

Remember that Satan has been given power to persecute God’s people, Revelation 6:3-4. In Chapter 
13, Satan gives this power to other helpers. NOTE: These beasts are identical to the beasts found in 
Daniel 7, coming from the identical place. 

1. Sea Beast - Persecutions by governments 
2. Earth Beast - False Religions 
3. The great harlot - The seduction by Worldly things  

VERSES 1-10, THE SEA BEAST, The civil persecuting power of the Roman empire.   

1. Vs. 1, “I saw a beast rising up out of the sea, having seven heads, and ten horns, and on his 
horns ten crowns, and on his heads a blasphemous name. 
a. “the sea,” Waters signify people. The gathering together of people into one body constitutes a 

sea. (Seas are constantly moving and changing), Revelation 17:1, 15; Daniel 7:2-3. This is 
where nations and empires come from, from the people of the world. 

b. “beast,” a brutal, savage, ferocious beast, (Thayer, p. 290). 
c. “seven heads,” a head symbolizes authority, (Ephesians 5:22-31; Colossians 1:18), seven 

would make it perfect authority. 
d.  “Ten horns,” a horn is the symbol of power (Deutronomy 33:17, 1 Kings 22:11) ten horns is a 

symbol of complete power, see Daniel 7:7-8. 
e. “ten crowns,” symbolizes that the beast will be a ruling power. 
f. “on each head a blasphemous name,” - “blasphemy” is defined as: railing, evil speaking, 1) 

slander, detraction, speech injurious, to another's good name. 2) ungodly and critical speech 
harmful to God (Strong’s dictionary). To speak that which tries to take away glory of God or 
the power and influence of God.   

1) “See #17:3 for this same phrase. The meaning  is made plain by the blasphemous titles 
(calling themselves “god”) assumed by the Roman emperors in the first and second 
centuries, as shown by the inscriptions in Ephesus, which have Greek, “theos” (God) 
constantly applied  to them”. (Robinson’s N.T. Word Pictures).   

2. Vs. 2a, “The beast I saw resembled (was like - KJV) a leopard, but had feet like those of a bear 
and a mouth like that of a lion.” Notice the word “resembled” or “like” which is used by John. 
Keep in mind that the things which John is describing are beyond description in human language. 
For this reason he uses things that  “resemble” or are “like” something that the people would 
understand. He did this to try and convey the message of the vision to the readers.  

In trying to describe this beast, John uses the same description as Daniel used in Daniel 7:1-8. The 
overall idea is that this is a terrible beast to look at and hard to describe. Daniel himself could not 
describe the fourth beast which he saw. He only called it, terrible, powerful and very strong. Notice 
some points of comparison between Revelation 13 and Daniel 7. It appears that they are the same 
beast.  
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    1. Came out of the sea, Rev. 13:1, Dan. 7:3. 

2. Ten horns, Rev. 13:1; Dan. 7:7. 
3. Speaks Blasphemy, Rev. 13:5-6; Dan. 7:8, 25. 
4. Makes war with the saints, Rev. 13:7; Dan. 7:21, 25. 
5. Worldwide domination, (Every tribe and people), Rev. 13:7; Dan. 7:23 (the whole earth or 

world). 
6. He continues 3 1/2 years, Rev. 13:5; Dan. 7:25.  

    7. The saints win in  both places, Rev. 13:9-10; Dan. 7:27.  

Who was the forth beast? If we look at  Dan. 2:31-40, 8:3-8 & 20-21, we see that it says it tells us 
the fourth beast is that which follows after the king of Greece. The empire that came up after Greece 
was the Roman empire. The fourth beast represents the Roman empire.  

3. Vs. 2b, “The dragon gave the beast his power and his throne and great authority.” The dragon we 
know was Satan (Revelation 12:9). What this is telling us is that Satan used the empire of  Rome to 
bring about the persecution of the God’s people, the church.  

4. Vs. 3, “One of the heads of the beast seemed to have had a fatal wound, but the  fatal wound had 
been healed.” The seven heads go along with the seven rulers of the Roman empire before it fell. 
The first king or emperor to bring persecution on the Christians as Nero. In the year 68 A.D. he 
committed suicide and the persecution stopped for a time while (the death stroke or fatal wound) the 
Romans fought among themselves. When Domitian became emperor he began persecuting the 
Christians once again, (the death stroke or fatal wound was healed).   

5. Vs. 4-8, The power of the beast. 
a. “worshipped the dragon .. and the beast.” At the time John wrote, most of the world worships 

Rome and sent tribute to her. (notice Vs. 8). 
b. “Mouth speaking great things and blasphemies.” This is the power that the beast has assumed. 

The emperors call themselves “God”, this was harmful to God and led people away from God. 
c. “forty two months,” This is an indefinite period of time. Rome eventually fell to other conquerors, 

but their influence continues to lead people away from God. 
d. “make war with the saints  ... and to overcome them.” This is a physical persecuting being 

spoken of.  
6. Vs. 9-10, These verses are an encouragement to the Christians. God is simply saying, those who 

pursue violence will die by violence. The Christians should just continue to hold on, eventually they 
will end and the Christians will be victorious.   

VERSES 11-18, THE EARTH BEAST: Emperor worship or false religion.   

This beast is different in that it comes from the Earth. It is not from God, it is of human origins. The 
beast is identified in verse 12, “made the earth and its inhabitants worship the first beast,” It is 
Emperor worship or false religion.  

Notice four ways to identify this beast (and in general false religions).  

1. Vs. 11a, “He had two horns like a lamb,” A lamb always has religious meaning connected with it. 
Notice again the word “like” it looked like a lamb, but it was not. It was a beast trying to look like a 
lamb, (hypocrisy).  




